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New  review  for  lesbian  sociologist  by  March 

Nancy  Shaw  Settles 
Tenure  Dispute  at  U.C. 


By  Tatiana  Schreiber 
SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  Nancy 
Shaw  says  she’s  not  packing  her 
bags  just  yet  to  return  to  her 
teaching  job  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Santa  Cruz  (UCSC). 
But  if  her  lawyers  and  all  her 
friends  and  colleagues  are  right,  it 
looks  like  the  politically  active  les¬ 
bian  sociologist  may  soon  win  re¬ 
instatement  at  the  institution 
where  she  was  denied  tenure  six 


Nancy  Shaw 


Education  funds  insufficient 

AIDS  Budget 
Draws  Fire 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WASHINGTON,  DC  — 
The  proposed  1988  federal 
budget  for  AIDS  research  and 
education,  released  last  month, 
has  caused  consternation 
among  lesbian/gay  activists 
and  public  health  workers. 
Concern  centers  especially  on 
the  lack  of  sufficient  funds  al¬ 
located  for  preventative  educa¬ 
tion  to  help  boost  public 
understanding  about  AIDS  and 
ARC. 

The  suggested  figures,  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Reagan  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  Office  of  Budget  and 
Management,  are  $534  million. 
This  proposed  expenditure  sur¬ 
passes  the  1987  budget  by  $118 
million,  an  indication  that  the 
administration  at  least  begins 
to  acknowledge  the  seriousness 
of  the  problem.  Indeed,  AIDS 
was  one  of  the  few  non-defense 
programs  slated  for  an  increase 
in  1988.  But  many  still  feel  that 
spending  priorities  are  askew 
and  the  AIDS  crisis  merits  far 
greater  attention. 

“This  is  an  historic  first  that 
the  President  has  come  in  at  a 
slightly  higher  level  than  the 
previous  year’s  spending,”  said 
Jeff  Levi,  Executive  Director  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF).  “But 
that  much  said,  in  my  mind 
there’s  way  too  little  money  in¬ 
dicated  for  prevention  and 
education.  They  could  easily 
spend  another  $100-150  million 
in  those  areas.  It  can’t  be  said 
that  there’s  an  adequate  educa¬ 
tion  or  prevention  program 
now....  It  would  take  that 
much  money  to  get  it  started.” 

The  National  Institutes  of 


Health  (NIH),  an  agency  work¬ 
ing  on  AIDS/ARC  research, 
received  a  relatively  healthy 
suggested  increase  of  $100 
million.  By  comparison,  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC),  which  focuses  on 
prevention,  surveillance  and 
epidemiology,  was  only 
granted  a  proposed  $23  million 
increase.  Given  the  now-bur¬ 
geoning  spread  of  AIDS/ARC 
through  all  communities,  Levi 
finds  this  lack  of  attention  to 
education  disturbing. 

“By  way  of  comparison,”  he 
explained,  “the  British  are 
spending  $30  million  on  media 
advertising  alone  and  that’s  in  a 
country  with  a  tiny  AIDS  prob¬ 
lem  and  a  much  smaller 
population.” 

NGLTF  is  one  of  the  groups, 
along  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Council  and  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  now  lobbying 
legislators  for  increased 
AIDS/ARC  spending. 

Another  Washington-based 
group,  the  National  AIDS  Net¬ 
work  (NAN),  which  serves  as  a 
national  clearinghouse  of  in¬ 
formation  for  community- 
based  AIDS  service  organiza¬ 
tions,  has  also  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  1988  budget  in¬ 
adequacies.  “Obviously, 
there’s  not  enough  money  at 
this  time,”  said  Gil  Gerald, 
NAN’s  Director  of  Minority 
Affairs.  “Even  more  critically, 
the  money  is  not  reaching  cer¬ 
tain  communities.  It’s  not  hav¬ 
ing  a  significant  impact  on  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  in  terms  of  preven- 
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Boston  police  chief  mayor  meet  with  community 

Firemen  Charged  in  Gay  Bashing 


years  ago. 

“It’s  been  an  excruciatingly  slow, 
laborious  and  frustrating  ex¬ 
perience,”  said  Doris  Brin 
Walker,  one  of  Shaw’s  attorneys. 
But  after  five  years  of  stalling,  the 
University  Board  of  Regents 
agreed  January  16  to  a  settlement 
of  Shaw’s  entire  case,  which  in¬ 
cluded  charges  of  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  political  bias.  The  settle¬ 
ment  mandates  a  new  tenure  re¬ 
view  process  which  must  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  mid-March,  and  a  finan¬ 
cial  award  of  $156,000  to  cover 
Shaw’s  legal  expenses  and  to  com¬ 
pensate  her  for  her  loss  of  pay  and 
damages,  including  emotional 
damages  and  injury  to  her  reputa¬ 
tion.  In  return,  Shaw  will  with¬ 
draw  her  sex  discrimination  suit 
which  has  been  pending  in 
Alameda  County  Superior  Court. 

Shaw,  who  was  originally  rec¬ 
ommended  for  tenure  in  1981,  had 
taught  in  the  Community  Studies 
Department  of  Oakes  College 
since  1973.  Her  work  focused  on 
women  and  health  with  a  special 
emphasis  on  women  of  color,  poor 
women,  and  women  in  prison.  An 
activist  as  well  as  a  scholar,  Shaw 
said  she  brought  a  “perspective  of 
responding  to  injustice”  to  the 
discipline  of  applied  sociology. 
She  was  enormously  well-liked  as  a 
teacher,  and  received  unanimous 
recommendations  for  tenure  from 
her  college  and  her  department. 
When  her  promotion  was  denied 
by  UCSC  Chancellor  David  Sin- 
sheimer  in  May  of  1982,  feminists 
inside  and  outside  the  university 
claimed  political  bias,  sex 
discrimination  and  homophobia 
influenced  the  decision. 

Shaw  appealed  the  denial  case  to 
UCSC’s  Committee  on  Privilege 
and  Tenure  Review  (PTC).  After 
studying  her  files  for  a  year,  the 
PTC  found  that  Shaw’s  rights  had 
indeed  been  violated  and  that  Sin- 
sheimer’s  political  views  had  in¬ 
fluenced  his  decision.  The  case 
then  went  to  the  President  of  the 
UC  system,  David  Saxton,  who 
overruled  the  PTC’s  finding. 

The  tenure  denial  sparked  pro¬ 
tests  on  campus  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  including  marches,  teach- 
ins,  petitions  and  a  three-day  sit- 
in.  The  American  Sociological  As¬ 
sociation  took  the  unusual  step  of 
censuring  the  UCSC  administra¬ 
tion  for  its  action. 

With  the  support  of  the 
American  Association  of  Universi¬ 
ty  Women,  the  National  Women’s 
Studies  Association  (NWSA), 
Sociologists  for  Women  and  So¬ 
ciety,  and  many  individuals,  Shaw 
took  her  case  to  court.  She 
challenged  Sinsheimer  under  Title 
VII  (of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act)  and 
the  California  Fair  Employment 
and  Housing  Act. 

In  1984,  the  federal  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mission  (EEOC)  ruled  that  Shaw 
may  have  been  denied  tenure  on 


the  basis  of  sex.  Although  the 
EEOC  ordered  “conciliation  pro¬ 
cedures,”  that  ruling  was  never  en¬ 
forced.  In  May  of  last  year,  Shaw 
won  another  court  fight  when 
California  Superior  Court  Judge 
Henry  Ramsey  voided  the  1982 
decision  against  tenure  and  or¬ 
dered  the  university  to  provide 
Shaw  with  a  new,  unbiased  tenure 
review  process.  Ramsey  agred  with 
the  PTC  that  Sinsheimer’s  handl¬ 
ing  of  the  case  was  inappropriate 
and  that  UC  President  Saxon  had 
considered  matters  “outside  the 
record”  in  overturning  the  PTC’s 
ruling.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  46) 
Following  the  May  victory  in 
Shaw’s  favor,  the  university  began 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Three  city 
firefighters  accused  of  beating  up  a 
gay  man  and  two  lesbians  will  be 
arraigned  on  assault  and  battery 
charges  February  18.  In  the  wake 
of  this  incident  and  many  other  re¬ 
cent  gay  bashings  here,  Mayor 
Raymond  Flynn  and  Police  Com¬ 
missioner  Francis  Roache  have 
begun  meetings  with  members  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

“Look  what  we  have  here” 

According  to  Jeff,  one  of  the 
people  who  is  pressing  charges 
against  the  firefighters,  he  and  his 
two  friends  were  walking  down 
Boylston  Street  in  the  Fenway  area 
on  November  2  when  they  were  ap¬ 
proached  by  “three  large  white 
men.”  The  men  proceeded  to 
punch,  shove,  kick  and  chase  the 
group  of  friends. 

The  assailants  initially  referred 
to  the  lesbians  and  the  gay  men  as 
“faggots,”  said  Jeff.  Upon  dis¬ 
covering  that  the  lesbians  were  not 
faggots,  one  of  the  men  allegedly 
insinuated  that  he  would  rape  one 
of  the  women. 

In  the  course  of  the  incident, 
Jeff  said  his  head  was  bashed 
against  the  sidewalk,  and  one  of 
the  women’s  arms  was  twisted 


negotiating  to  settle  the  case.  In 
the  meantime,  Shaw’s  sex  discrim¬ 
ination  suit  was  still  awaiting  trial. 
Seven  months  of  discussion  later, 
Shaw’s  lawyers  agreed  in  January 
to  a  new  tenure  review  that  re¬ 
quired  Shaw  and  the  university  to 
jointly  select  a  three-person  com¬ 
mute  of  senior  faculty  from  within 
the  UC  system  but  from  outside 
the  Santa  Cruz  campus.  ‘  ‘We  pick¬ 
ed  people  who  had  a  reputation  for 
integrity  in  their  relationships  with 
faculty,  and  a  reputation  for  not 
being  biased  and  discriminatory  in 
their  relationships  with  women 
and  gay  faculty,”  said  Shaw,  who 
is  confident  that  the  committee 
Continued  on  page  10 


behind  her  back  so  far  that  her  arm 
was  injured.  At  least  one  of  the 
men  threatened  to  throw  one  of 
the  women  over  a  bridge  onto  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike,  Jeff  add¬ 
ed. 

The  attack  ended  when  one  of 
the  men  kicked  one  of  the  women 
against  a  car  in  which  a  police  of¬ 
ficer  was  sitting,  said  Jeff.  The 
police  officer  allegedly  saw  the 
woman  get  kicked  and  chased  the 
three  men.  When  three  more  po¬ 
lice  officers  arrived,  the  original 
police  officer  left  the  scene,  said 
Jeff.  The  three  remaining  officers 
allegedly  refused  to  file  a  report. 
The  conduct  of  the  police  officers 
involved  in  the  incident  is  current¬ 
ly  being  investigated  by  the  Boston 
police  department. 

The  next  day,  said  Jeff,  the 
three  friends  were  in  the  same  area 
when  they  walked  by  the  fire  sta¬ 
tion  on  Boylston  Street  and  heard 
someone  say,  “Look  what  we  have 
here.”  According  to  Jeff,  two  of 
the  men  who  had  attacked  them 
were  in  the  fire  station  in  full 
uniform.  “We  got  out  of  there  as 
quickly  as  we  could,”  said  Jeff. 

The  firefighters  have  filed  sim¬ 
ple  assault  and  battery  charges 
against  the  three  friends.  “Their 


position  is  that  they  didn’t  say  any 
anti-gay  things  [and]  that  nothing 
really  major  happened,”  said 
Katherine  Triantafillou,  lawyer 
for  Jeff  and  his  friends.  [The 
firefighters]  are  trying  to  convey 
[that]  everyone  got  roughed  up 
and  why  don’t  we  drop  the  whole 
thing,”  added  Triantafillou. 

Two  of  the  firefighters  are 
charged  with  assault  and  battery 
with  a  dangerous  weapon  and  one 
is  charged  with  simple  assault  and 
battery. 

According  to  Triantafillou,  a 
civil  suit  may  arise  out  of  this  case. 

Meetings  with  city  officials 

According  to  police  spokesper¬ 
son  Nancy  Sterling  Gleason,  due 
to  recent  publicity  regarding  the 
firefighters,  Boston  Police  Com¬ 
missioner  Francis  Roache  met  with 
a  few  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  a 
number  of  police  officials  on 
February  2.  Attending  the  meeting 
were:  Mayor  Flynn’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  Ann 
Maguire;  gay  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
missioner  Fred  Mandel;  president 
of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  Will  Hutchin¬ 
son  and  Police  Captain  Donald 
Devine. 


The  meeting  followed  an  earlier 
gathering  on  the  same  day  with 
Flynn  and  a  number  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Attending  this 
meeting  were  Maguire;  Hutchin¬ 
son;  Nancy  Grantham  and  Alan 
Tweedy  from  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services;  Dale  Orlan¬ 
do,  director  of  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center;  Steve  Tierney, 
co-chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Caucus,  and 
Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

A  focus  of  both  meetings  was 
the  under-reporting  of  crimes 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
“We’re  looking  at  how  to  best  get 
the  community  to  report  crimes,” 
said  Maguire.  “Lots  of  people  are 
uptight  [about  reporting]  because 
of  their  sexuality  and  not  feeling 
comfortable  with  who  they  are.” 

Hutchinson  said  he  suggested 
active  recruitment  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  by  the  police  department 
as  a  means  of  making  the  depart¬ 
ment  more  accessible  to  victims  of 
gay  bashing.  “[Roache]  didn’t  say 
yes  and  he  didn’t  say  no”  to  the 
proposal,  said  Hutchinson,  who  is 
hoping  that  such  a  program  will 
be  implemented. 

Continued  on  page  3 
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quote  of  the  week 

“Rock  Hudson’s  one  and  only  wife,  Phyllis  Gates 
Hudson,  who  was  married  to  the  homosexual  actor 
from  1958-1961,  has  given  in  to  financial  pressure  and 
will  write  a  book  about  their  nights  together.  It  pro¬ 
mises  to  be  a  slender  tome.” 

—  Dorian  Wilde,  of  Sydney, 
Australia’s  Daily  Telegraph  via  OutRage. 


nat’l  lesbian/gay  latino/a  group 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  first  national  organization 
for  lesbian  and  gay  Latinos/as  has  formed.  Called  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Latino/a  Caucus,  the  group 
is  currently  recruiting  members,  establishing  a  na¬ 
tional  steering  committee  and  developing  a  mailing 
list. 

The  Caucus  will  hold  a  national  gathering  on  the 
weekend  of  February  14  and  15.  The  meeting  will  be 
hosted  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Latinos  Unidos  and  other 
community  activists.  The  registration  fee  for  the 
weekend  is  $20  although  no  one  will  be  turned  away 
for  lack  of  funds. 

To  receive  more  information  about  the  National 
Lpsbian  and  Gay  Latina/o  Caucus  or  the  February 
event,  write:  511-V4  South  Berendo  Street,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90020  or  call  Laura  Esquivel  at  (213) 
383-6202. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


murders  of  lesbians/gay  men 
in  Colombia 

CALI,  Colombia  —  The  Associacion  Nacional  en 
Defensa  del  Gay  y  la  Lesbiana  is  calling  for  protests 
against  recent  mass  murders  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  according  to  Rites  of  Toronto. 

The  defense  association  reports  that 
paramilitary  groups  have  decided  to  “exterminat[e] 
homosexuality.”  Fifty  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Cali 
have  reportedly  been  murdered  by  the  groups  thus  far. 

Police  harassment  of  gay  people  has  also 
intensified  as  part  of  a  stepped-up  “security 
campaign.”  In  addition,  media  coverage  of  AIDS 
blames  the  disease  on  homosexuals. 

Letters  of  support  to  the  defense  association 
can  be  sent  to  Apartado  Aereo  37272,  Bogota,  D.E., 
Colombia.  Do  not  mention  the  name  of  the  group  on 
the  envelope. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


attention:  lesbian  prisoners 
and  their  friends 

BOSTON  —  A  group  of  GCN  staff  and  friends  of 
prisoners  is  putting  together  a  special  issue  on 
lesbians  in  prison.  We  are  primarily  interested  in 
writing  and  art  by  lesbians  inside,  but  will  also 
include  work  by  those  who  have  worked  closely  with 
lesbian  prisoners. 

Some  of  the  areas  we  would  love  to  hear  about 
are:  the  pressures  on  relationships  between  lesbians 
in  prison  and  the  strengths  of  those  relationships; 
mental  health,  the  use  of  drugs  against  lesbians,  and 
feelings  of  “craziness;”  health  issues,  including  the 
way  AIDS-phobia  gets  turned  against  lesbians;  the 
ways  the  prison  system  keeps  people  apart;  the  ways 
skin  color  and  being  poor  affect  being  in  prison;  how 
women  are  able  to  form  family-type  relationships; 
coming  out  in  prison;  dealing  with  women  who  use 
and  abuse  lesbians;  and  lesbian  perceptions  of  the 
differences  between  their  situation  and  that  of  gay 
men  inside  men’s  prisons. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  our  ideas  —  anything  you 
want  to  write  about  would  be  welcome.  So  please 
take  a  few  minutes  to  sit  down  and  tell  us  your  story 
—  in  poetry,  drawings,  whatever  you  like. 

We  also  hope  to  include  a  section  for  laughs  and 
screams.  For  example,  we’d  like  to  know  about  some 
of  the  especially  stupid  rules  and  regulations  inside. 

Almost  nobody  pays  attention  to  women  in 
prison.  Lesbians  inside  do  even  harder  time.  Yet, 
somehow  lesbians  inside  survive  and,  against  all 
odds,  build  loving  relationships.  So,  let  us  hear  your 
experience  and  let  us  know  about  other  people  — 
inside  or  out  —  who  could  contribute  to  GCA/’s 
special  issue. 

Please  contact  us  by  March  1.  We  hope  to 
publish  the  lesbians  in  prison  issue  some  time  in  the 
spring. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


GCN’ s  special  supplement  on  lesbians  in  prison 
has  been  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  Open  Meadows 
Foundation.  Open  Meadows,  which  completed  its 
first  cycle  of  funding  in  late  1986,  provides  grants  of 
up  to  $1,500  for  projects  with  limited  financial  access 
that  are  designed  and  implemented  by  women  and 
that  reflect  the  cultural/ethnic  diversity  of  our  society. 
The  deadline  for  Open  Meadows’  second  cycle  is 
February  15,  1987.  For  more  information,  write  to 
Open  Meadows  at  P.O.  Box  197,  Bronx,  NY  10464. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


$10,000  grant  for  black/out 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Chicago  Resource 
Center,  an  Illinois-based  foundation,  has  awarded  a 
$10,000  grant  to  the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG)  to  support  the 
publication  of  BLACK/OUT,  its  quarterly  magazine. 

BLACK/OUT  is  edited  by  Joseph  Beam,  editor  of 
IN  THE  LIFE:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology,  and  NCBLG 
board  member.  The  first  two  issues  of  BLACK/OUT 
have  featured  the  work  of  Audre  Lorde,  Essex 
Hemphill,  Cheryl  Clarke,  James  Charles  Roberts, 
Kate  Rushin,  Craig  G.  Harris,  Anita  Cornwell,  and 
other  noted  writers  from  the  Black  lesbian/gay 
community. 

Subscriptions  to  BLACK/OUT  are  available  for 
$10  per  year  from  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490, 
Washington,  DC  20013. 


ncblg  extends  search  for  director 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Board  of  Directors  of 
NCBLG  has  annnounced  an  extension  of  its  search 
for  an  executive  director. 

The  organization’s  executive  committee,  headed 
by  co-chairs  Michelle  Parkerson,  of  Washington,  D.C., 
and  Louis  Hughes,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  will 
function  as  the  search  committee  to  review 
applications.  The  position  is  offered  with  health 
benefits  and  a  salary  range  of  between  $15,000  and 
$18,000  a  year. 

The  executive  director  will  be  responsible  for  the 
administration  and  management  of  a  small  office  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  functions  as  the  spokesperson 
for  the  organization.  The  search  committee  is 
particularly  interested  in  individuals  with 
administrative,  grant  writing,  fundraising,  public 
speaking,  and  lobbying  experience.  A  detailed  job 
description  is  available  by  request  from  the  NCBLG 
office. 

Applications  and  inquiries  from  interested 
individuals  should  be  directed  to  the  Search 
Committee,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington,  D.C. 
20013.  (301)  547-1784.  Women  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  Resumes  with  cover  letters  must  be  received 
by  5:00  p.m.,  Monday,  March  15th,  1987. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


book  by  women  in  prison 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  A  new  book  about  women 
behind  bars  is  now  in  progress.  Entitled,  What’s  a 
Nice  Girl  Like  You  Doing  In  a  Place  Like  This?,  it  will 
tell  of  convicted  women  who  are  “innocent”  as  well 
as  “guilty,”  cases  where  the  punishment  doesn’t  fit 
the  crime,  histories  of  youth  offenders,  lifers,  death 
row  convicts,  psychiatric  inmates  and  others  whose 
story  need  to  be  told. 

If  you  as  a  woman  prisoner  or  former  prisoner 
want  to  tell  your  story  behind  bars,  please  send  a 
summary  of  your  "crime”  and  your  time,  as  well  as 
your  art,  writings  and  a  recent  photograph  (if  possi¬ 
ble)  for  future  publication.  You  may  remain 
anonymous  if  you  wish. 

Contact  Pebbles,  Jan  or  Gina  (current  California 
prisoners)  at:  What’s  a  Nice  Girl  Like  You  Doing?, 
2144  Shattuck  Ave.,  Room  504,  Box  2077,  Berkeley, 
CA  94704. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


israel  military  to  accept  pwas 

TEL  AVIV  —  In  “special  cases,”  the  Israel 
Defense  Force  will  “consider”  accepting  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  who  volunteer  to  serve. 

Jewish  Advocate  reports  that  an  article  in  the  ar¬ 
my  weekly  Bamaheneh  states  PWAs  will  be  exempt 
from  conscription,  but  that  “in  special  cases  it  will  be 
possible  to  consider  volunteering.”  The  report  did  not 
elaborate  on  what  constitutes  “special  cases.” 

Bamaheneh  also  states  that  the  Israeli  military 
will  continue  drafting  homosexuals,  even  though  the 
first  case  of  AIDS  among  military  personnel  has  been 
detected.  The  soldier  is  reportedly  receiving  the  same 
treatment  as  others  suffering  from  “any  other  dis¬ 
ease  defined  as  endangering  health.” 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


norway  funds  gay  press 

OSLO  —  The  Norwegian  government  has  agreed 
to  fund  the  gay  paper,  Fritt  Fram  in  the  interest  of 
helping  in  the  fight  against  AIDS.  According  to 
OutRage,  the  funding  will  come  from  the  Ministry  of 
Social  Affairs. 

Arne  Walderhaug,  the  paper's  editor,  said  he 
believed  future  grants  from  the  Ministry  of  Culture 
and  the  Ministry  of  Education  will  also  be  forthcom¬ 
ing.  “As  well  as  [seeing  the  need  to  provide]  AIDS  in¬ 
formation,  many  politicians  here  believe  that  there  is 
a  great  need  to  help  the  gay  community  [in  order]  to  in¬ 
tegrate  it  into  society.” 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


feminist  collections  on  tape 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Following  “firm  suggestions” 
from  potential  readers,  Feminist  Collections  is  now 
available  on  tape,  according  to  Disability  Rag.  The 
quarterly  magazine,  which  includes  art  and  book 
reviews,  is  one  of  the  first  small  periodicals  to  make 
itself  available  on  tape  without  the  help  of  an  outside 
agency.  For  more  information,  write  Cathy  Loeb,  1 12A 
Memorial  Library,  728  State  Street,  Madison,  Wl 
53706. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


free  of  lesbian  slander 

BOSTON  —  A  psychiatrist  who  claimed  she  was 
defamed  by  her  characterization  in  the  television 
movie  version  of  Sylvia  Plath’s  The  Bell  Jar  has 
settled  her  lawsuit  with  filmmakers  for  $150,000.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  28)  Dr.  Jane  Anderson  also  won  an 
admission  from  the  filmmakers  that  her  depiction  as 
a  lesbian  who  is  suicidal  “unintentionally  defamed” 
her,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

Anderson  said  her  suit  wasn’t  intended  to 
condemn  homosexuality.  “This  isn’t  coming  from  a 
homophobia,”  she  said,  but  only  from  a  desire  to  have 
it  known  she  is  not  and  never  has  been  involved  in  a 
lesbian  relationship. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


t-shirt  cops  arrest  huggers 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  Plainclothes  police 
wearing  shorts  and  t-shirts  have  been  patrolling  the 
clifftops  in  this  city’s  Sandringham  and  Black  Rock 
areas. 

According  to  reports,  they  have  been  writing 
down  registration  numbers  of  cars  in  the  carparks,  ac¬ 
costing  cliff-top  sunbathers  and  arresting  men  who 
hug  each  other. 

One  man  said  he  and  a  friend  were  arrested  after 
his  friend  put  an  arm  around  his  shoulders  when  say¬ 
ing  good-bye.  The  t-shirt  police  charged  the  two  with 
offensive  behavior. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


bona  fide  newlyweds? 

CANBERRA,  Australia  —  Australia's  domestic 
airlines,  Ansett,  has  begun  asking  travel  agents  for 
proof  that  all  couples  on  its  honeymoon  package 
holidays  are  bona  fide  newlyweds. 

According  to  Traveltide  magazine,  couples  can 
no  longer  buy  tickets  for  the  package  unless  they  pro¬ 
vide  a  letter  from  the  person  who  married  them. 
Ansett  said  the  new  policy  is  necessary  because  a 
number  of  couples  have  been  impersonating  honey- 
mooners. 

One  Sydney  travel  agent  threw  up  his  hands 
when  he  read  about  the  new  conditions,  according  to 
Traveltide.  "What  will  Ansett  say  when  they  find  out 
about  all  the  gay  couples  I've  booked  on  those 
packages!”  he  exclaimed. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 

—  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Les/Gay  Student  Group  Sues  U.  of  Arkansas 


By  Diana  Woodall 

FAYETTEVILLE,  AR  —  The 
first  funding  discrimination  suit  by 
a  gay/lesbian  student  group 
against  a  college  or  university  was 
brought  to  federal  court  here  on 
January  20.  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Organization  (GLSA)  of 
the  University  of  Arkansas  has 
named  Vice-Chancellor  of  Student 
Services  Lyle  Gohn  and  the 
school’s  Board  of  Trustees  as 
defendants  in  the  case.  GLSA 
alleges  that  its  first  and  fourteenth 
amendment  rights  were  violated 
when  Gohn  refused  to  overturn 
the  student  government’s  decision 
to  deny  funds  to  GLSA  in  late  fall 
of  1985. 

GLSA  had  requested  $164.37 
for  two  workshops  on  homopho¬ 
bia  and  racism,  and  to  pay  for  a 
showing  of  the  film  Before 
Stonewall.  The  decision  was  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Gohn  without  success. 
Every  other  student  group  that 
met  funding  criteria  was  granted 
monies.  GLSA  was  never  given  a 
reason  for  the  denial. 

The  university  claims  that  the 
lawsuit  is  “moot,”  i.e.,  no  longer 
significant,  because  GLSA  was 


able  to  carry  out  its  workshops  and 
film  showing  in  April  1986  without 
the  requested  funds.  It  claims  that 
funding  decisions  are  the  perog- 
ative  of  the  student  senate  and  will 
vary  from  year  to  year  as  member¬ 
ship  in  the  senate  changes. 

GLSA  alleges  on  the  other  hand 
that  “the  student  senators  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  denial  of  GLSA  funds 
acted  with  the  approval  of  and  in 
conspiracy  with  university  of¬ 
ficials”  and  that  “actions  of  the 
student  senate  were  accompanied 
by  contemporaneous  campaigns 
of  hatred  and  ridicule  directed  at 
GLSA  members  by  other  students, 
by  studied  indifference  by  univer¬ 
sity  officials  and  attempts  by 
university  officials  to  suppress 
campus  discussions  of  issues 
related  to  GLSA.” 

GLSA  filed  suit  in  April  1986 
after  appealing  through  all  the  re¬ 
quired  university  channels.  The 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Arkansas  assigned  the  case  to  at¬ 
torney  Clayton  Blackstock  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock.  Judge  H.  Franklin 
Waters  is  expected  to  rule  on  the 
case  in  mid-February  after  each 


side  has  filed  a  brief  and  rebuttal. 

Since  its  inception  in  December 
1982,  GLSA  has  had  to  contend 
with  hostility  on  campus.  When  its 
first  funding  request  was  denied  in 
January  1983,  student  senators 
cited  the  Bible  and  the  state’s 
sodomy  law  as  reasons  for  denial. 
One  senator  compared  funding  a 
group  of  homosexuals  to  funding 
a  group  of  arsonists.  In  February 
of  that  year,  State  Senator  Travis 
Dowd  introduced  a  resolution  into 
the  Arkansas  Legislature  to 
“stem  the  tide  of  homosexuality 
on  campus.” 

GLSA  appealed  the  initial  fund¬ 
ing  denial  to  Gohn  in  1983.  Gohn 
refused  to  take  any  action  on 
GLSA’s  behalf.  During  the  trial 
proceedings,  he  denied  there  was 
any  connection  between  the  Dowd 
resolution  in  the  state  legislature 
and  his  failure  to  overturn  the  stu¬ 
dent  senate’s  decision. 

In  the  1984-85  school  year, 
GLSA  was  funded  $70  as  part  of  a 
“package”  with  other  student 
organizations.  A  bill  to  prohibit 
the  funding  of  any  “sexual 
preference  group  “was  introduced 


A  generous  healer 

James  Gleason  Dies  at  49 


By  Michael  Bronski 
PROVIDENCE  —  James 
Gleason,  well  known  in  the 
Boston  gay  male  community, 
died  Thursday  January  29,  at 
the  age  of  49  at  his  home  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  He 
had  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
last  June. 

Jim  had  worked  as  an 
emergency  room  physician  at 
Roger  Williams  Hospital  since 
1965,  after  serving  as  a  doctor 
in  Vietnam  with  the  Marines 
for  18  months.  He  was  also  an 


assistant  professor  at  Brown 
University  Medical  School. 
Although  part  of  the  est- 
tablished  medical  community, 
Jim  Gleason  had  the  reputation 
in  the  gay  community  of  always 
being  available  to  deal  with  the 
health  concerns  of  gay  men. 

After  living  in  Providence 
from  1965  to  1978,  Jim  moved 
to  Boston’s  South  End  while  he 
continued  working  at  Roger 
Williams  Hospital.  Residing  ifi- 
Boston  gave  him  the  freedom 


to  dress  as  he  liked  and  to 
socialize  with  a  great  deal  more 
ease  than  the  small-town  at¬ 
mosphere  of  Providence  allow¬ 
ed.  He  could  be  seen  all  over 
town  —  looking  at  flowers  in 
the  Public  Garden,  cruising  in 
the  Combat  Zone,  strolling 
down  Commonwealth  Ave.,  or 
attending  a  matinee  of  the 
opera  —  prominent  and  ob¬ 
viously  gay  with  his  shaved 
head,-6’4”'  body,  leather 
jacket,  worn  jeans,  and 
engineer  boots. 

Many  people  who  knew  Jim 
over  the  years  comment  in  par¬ 
ticular  on  his  generosity  as  a 
healer.  New  York  performance 
artist  Ethyl  Eichelburger,  who 
knew  Jim  through  connections 
at  Trinity  Square  Theater  in 
Providence,  told  me  last  year 
during  an  interview  that  Jim 
had  been  a  great  help  to  several 
transsexuals  in  the  late  ’60s  who 
needed  special  medical  care. 
Other  friends  say  they  knew 
they  could  always  depend  upon 
Jim  for  financial  help  when 
they  were  having  hard  times.  I 
can  remember  many  occasions 
—  especially  late  at  night  and 
during  weekends  —  when  Jim 
would  interrupt  his  own  plans 
to  dispense  free  medical  advice 
or  attend  to  friends’  emergen¬ 
cies. 

Jim  will  be  missed  by  Patrick 
a  Cooney,  his  lover  of  four  years, 
o  by  the  people  with  whom  he 
s  worked  in  Rhode  Island  and  by 
|  his  many  friends  in  Boston’s 
gay  community. 


James  Gleason 


Firemen  Charged 

Continued  from  page  1 


“At  this  point,  the  commis¬ 
sioner  does  not  feel  the  need  for 
active  recruitment,”  said  Sterling 
Gleason.  “There’s  a  number  of 
gays  and  lesbians  on  the  job 
already.”  Gleason  said  it  was  “not 
appropriate”  to  comment  on 
whether  these  people  are  openly 
gay. 

Sterling  Gleason  said  the  police 
department  wants  to  let  lesbians 
and  gay  men  know  that  gay  bash¬ 
ing  will  now  be  handled  by  the 
Civil  Disorders  Unit,  the  same  unit 
which  handles  civil  rights  offenses. 
Crimes  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  currently  not  listed  as  be¬ 
ing  covered  by  the  state’s  civil 
rights  statutes,  but  the  Civil 
Disorders  Unit  is  pursuing  a  gay 
bashing  case  under  those  statutes. 


If  they  are  successful,  precedent 
could  be  set  for  trying  other  gay 
bashers  under  the  statutes.  People 
found  guilty  under  the  civil  rights 
statutes  are  subject  to  greater 
penalties  than  those  charged  with 
similar  crimes  that  do  not  violate 
such  statutes. 

All  police  officers  undergo 
training  “to  make  then  sensitive  to 
issues  regarding  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty,”  said  Gleason.  Means  of  im¬ 
proving  such  training  is  being 
discussed.  “The  program  as  de¬ 
scribed  to  me  is  inadequate,”  said 
Hutchinson.  “It  concentrates  on 
sensitivity  to  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple,  not  the  problems  of  queer 
bashing.”  Hutchinson  said  the 
Public  Safety  Committee  of  the  Al¬ 
liance  will  meet  with  Peter  Welsh 


of  the  Police  Department  to 
revamp  the  program. 

According  to  Sterling  Gleason 
and  Maguire,  Captain  Devine, 
who  is  head  of  the  Hackney  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Police  Department,  is 
also  the  police  liaison  to  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  A 
number  of  people  involved  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations  told 
GCN  they  were  not  aware  that 
Devine  held  this  position.  Some 
said  they  believed  he  was  formerly 
the  liaison.  Devine  did  not  return 
GCjV’s  calls. 

The  groups  that  met  with  Flynn 
and  Roache  will  meet  on  an  ongo¬ 
ing  basis  to  address  the  city’s 
response  to  violence  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 


shortly  thereafter  into  the  student 
senate  by  Clint  Beutelschies.  The 
bill,  which  would  have  applied  on¬ 
ly  to  GLSA,  passed  40-19,  but  was 
vetoed  by  student  senate  president 
Sarah  Hicks. 

At  the  trial,  the  defense  de¬ 
scribed  the  $70  funding  grant  as 
evidence  that  there  is  no  systematic 
discrimination  against  GLSA. 
However,  GLSA  contends  it  was 
only  funded  as  part  of  the 
“package,”  and  despite  an  at¬ 
tempt  by  some  senators  to  isolate  it 
from  other  student  groups. 


Harassment  of  GLSA  escalated 
in  1985.  In  January  of  that  year,  a 
GLSA  meeting  was  disrupted 
when  firecrackers  were  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  hallway  of  a  campus 
building.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No. 
38.)  The  incident  was  hushed  up  by 
university  officials  who  said  they 
wanted  to  avoid  “copycat”  at¬ 
tacks. 

The  defense  also  introduced  this 
event  as  evidence  of  their  positive 
intentions  toward  GLSA,  calling 
on  a  university  police  official  who 
Continued  on  page  6 


Boon  to  Boston  queers 

Community  Ctr. 
Incorporates 


By  Kim  Wertheimer 

BOSTON  —  “The  only 
question  now  is  when  it’s  going 
to  come  and  what  it  will  look 
like,”  said  Dennis  Esposito  at 
the  ceremony  to  sign  the  incor¬ 
poration  papers  for  the  Boston 
Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.  Esposito  is  president  of 
the  organization,  which  also 
ratified  its  by-laws  at  the 
Februrary  2  event. 

Plans  for  the  center  have 
been  underway  since  March  of 
1986  when  Ann  Maguire,  May¬ 
or  Raymond  Flynn’s  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
announced  an  organizing 
meeting.  (See  GCN ,  Vol  14, 
No.  20) 

Esposito  enumerated  the 
benefits  of  such  a  center  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations. 
“The  space  is  going  to  hejpQre . 
affordable  than  what  you  have 
now,  larger  than  what  you  have 
now  and  more  accessible  than 
what  you  have  now ....  The 
money  you  now  pay  that  goes 
into  the  pockets  of  outside 
landlords  will  now  go  back  to 
the  community.” 

“It’s  history  in  the  making,” 
said  Dean  Lamsa,  secretary  of 
the  organization.  Laurie  Huber 
is  vice  president  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  Maguire  is 
treasurer. 

The  by-laws  approved  call 
for  a  board  of  directors  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  which  will  be 


elected  by  the  center's  member¬ 
ship.  Voting  members  must 
show  a  “commitment  to  the 
stated  purpose"  of  the  center 
and  pay  annual  membership 
dues.  Maguire  said  such  dues 
have  not  been  set,  and  would 
it  elude  low  income  rates. 

According  to  the  by-laws, 
the  center’s  purpose  is  “to  be  a 
unifier  for  organizations  and 
individuals  in  greater  Boston’s 
lesbian  and  gay 
community. . .  [and  to]  assist  in 
the  provision  of  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  religious,  social,  cultural 
and  recreational  services  to  the 
community.”  Furthermore, 
the  center  “intends  at  all  times 
to  encourage  participation  in  its 
programs  of  people  from  all 
racial,  ethnic  and  religious 
gCQups  and  from  .all  economic 
and  age  levels.” 

Annual  meetings  for  the  cen¬ 
ter,  the  first  of  which  will  be  this 
year,  are  to  be  held  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May.  The  group  is 
currently  looking  for  space  to 
rent. 

Creation  of  a  community 
center  signifies  that  “we’re  here 
to  stay  and  we’re  not  just  a 
fad,”  said  gay  City  Councilor 
David  Scondras  in  closing 
remarks. 

For  more  information  about 
the  center  call  (617)  725-3307  or 
write  P.O.  Box  6280,  Boston, 
MA  021 14-0016. 


Agency  for  Deaf 
Appoints  Liaison 
for  Gays,  PWAs 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Commission  for  the 
Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing 
(MCDHH)  has  appointed  a  li¬ 
aison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs). 

Michael  laPensee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  liaison  position 
in  late  December  of  1986.  He 
previously  coordinated 
telecommunications  and  assist¬ 
ive  listening  devices  at 
MCDHH. 

As  liaison,  laPensee  said  he 
will  coordinate  educational 
trainings  on  AIDS  and  les- 
bian/gay  issues  for  MCDHH 
staff.  In  addition,  he  will  do 
“minimal  counseling”  for  the 
commission’s  clients.  He  will 
also  work  with  the  state 
Department  of  Public  Health 
and  the  Boston  AIDS  Action 


Committee  to  ensure  that  their 
events  and  workshops  are  inter¬ 
preted  and  closed  captions  ap¬ 
pear  on  videos  they  produce. 
He  will  also  identify  agencies 
which  are  willing  to  work  with 
gay  and  lesbian  deaf  people. 

MCDHH  decided  to  create 
the  liaison  position,  said 
laPensee,  following  a  request 
by  the  Executive  Office  of  Hu¬ 
man  Services  that  all  state  com¬ 
missions  appoint  a  person  to 
work  on  AIDS  education. 

Currently  MCDHH  focuses 
primarily  on  coordinating  in¬ 
terpreting  services  for  its 
clients.  In  the  future,  according 
to  laPensee,  they  plan  to  coor¬ 
dinate  workshops,  educational 
activities  and  a  TTY  program 
which  would  provide  TTYs  to 
deaf  clients  based  on  financial 
need. 
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Community  Voices 


STILL  LOOKING! 

GCN  is  being  forced  to  vacate  our  downtown  office  within 
the  next  few  months  and  we  have  not  yet  found  a  space.  Please 
call  us  with  leads  (friendly  realtors  you  know,  addresses  where 
you’ve  seen  ‘for  rent’  signs,  ads  in  neighborhoods,  etc. 

We  need  a  space  that: 

•  is  1600  +  square  feet 

•  costs  c.  $1000/month 

•  is  on  a  T-stop,  preferably  near  downtown  Boston 

•  is  in  a  relatively  safe  neighborhood 

•  is  wheelchair  accessible 

•  does  not  need  massive  renovation. 

Thanks. 


mr.  pres.,  you  haven’t  responded 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  President 
Reagan. 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

1  would  appreciate  your  response  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  comments  which  1  made  at  the  Second  Annual 
Conference  of  Openly  Gay  and  Lesbian  Elected 
and  Appointed  Officials  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  November  21-23,  1986. 

Our  nation  is  faced  with  the  prospect  of  the 
worst  medical  emergency  in  our  history  — 
AIDS.  It  will  go  unchecked  unless  our  govern¬ 
ment  acts  to  implement  education  and 
research  efforts. 

Both  as  a  gay  man  and  a  Republican,  I  am 
appalled  at  President  Reagan’s  apparent  lack 
of  sensitivity  to  this  issue. 

People  with  AIDS  or  AJDS-related  com¬ 
plex  and  those  people  perceived  to  be  at  high 
risk  for  AIDS,  have  lost  their  jobs,  their 
homes  and  their  rights  to  go  to  school. 

Mr.  President  you  have  not  responded. 

Organizations  and  governments  have  in¬ 
stituted  mandatory  HIV  testing  in  order  to 
discriminate  against  those  testing  positive. 

Mr.  President  you  have  not  resoonded. 


Research  and  educational  efforts  have  been 
stymied  as  a  result  of  insufficient  funding. 

Mr.  President  you  have  not  responded. 

This  nation  is  undergoing  a  massive  anti¬ 
gay  backlash  and  AlDS-hysteria  because  of 
the  AIDS  crisis,  with  escalating  attacks 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Mr.  President  you  have  not  responded. 

People  have  died,  and  people  are  dying 
from  AIDS. 

Mr.  President,  again,  you  have  not 
responded. 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  assume  the 
leadership  role  to  eradicate  this  disease;  to 
care  for  those  who  have  it;  and  to  provide 
non-homophobic,  gay-positive  education  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS. 

Mr.  President,  not  only  do  you  need  to  res¬ 
pond  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  you  need  to  act. 
Sincerely, 

Robert  J.  Ebersole 

Town  Clerk,  Tax  Collector  and 

Treasurer 

Lunenburg,  MA 


more  Christian 
damnation 

Dear  GCN: 

I  really  appreciate  the  support  I’ve  gotten  from 
GCN  readers.  You  don’t  know  how  much  you’ve 
helped  me  pick  myself  up  out  of  this  mess.  Since 
my  arrest  it  seems  that  everyone  else  forgot  me: 
out  of  sight,  out  of  mind,  I  guess. 

By  the  way,  I  received  some  Christian  propa¬ 
ganda  in  the  mail  (from  your  penpal  listing,  I 
guess)  telling  about  how  the  Lord  can  help  me 
change  my  homosexuality,  which  is  caused  by 
demonic  possession  etc.  What  kind  of  BS  is  this? 
It  came  from  Paula  O’Malley,  PO  Box  548, 
North  Easton,  MA  02356.  That  was  a  real 
downer;  being  treated  by  someone  as  if  I  had  no 
idea  of  what  I  am  or  why. 

My  biggest  aspiration  is  to  be  a  writer.  Maybe 
I’ll  have  to  write  something  about  this! 

Anyway,  thank  you  for  everything, 

Ron  Rousseau 
171281 

2400  S.  Sheridan 
Muskegon,  MI  49442 

new  york  style 
“correction” 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  your  (form)  letter.  It  was  very 
useful.  I’m  going  to  try  to  answer  some  of  your 
questions.  In  this  prison  most  of  the  gay  popula¬ 
tion  is  forced  to  go  to  “protective”  custody  where 
I’m  at.  The  PC  unit  is  Really  Bad.  Since  we  get 
only  one  hour  of  exercise  a  day  and  for  the  other 
23  hours  are  locked  in  our  (small)  cells.  We  get  4 
phone  calls  a  week.  We  don’t  get  any  kind  of  pro¬ 
grams  for  drug  or  alcohol  abuse  or  any  kind  of 
school  classes  where  we  may  try  to  further  our 
education  or  get  a  trade,  or  have  anything  to  show 
to  impress  the  parole  board.  So,  in  other  words, 
New  York  State  prison  are  the  pits. 

You  also  mentioned  the  possibility  of  a  penpal. 
I’d  really  love  that.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  anyone. 
Thank  you, 

Ray  Knier 
86C  125,  Box  B 
Dannemora,  NY  12929 


more  on  nicaragua,  queers,  and  socialism 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  member  of  a  small  but  hopefully  grow¬ 
ing  minority.  I  refer  not  to  the  fact  that  I  am  a  gay 
pel-son,  rather  to  my  status  as  a  New  Hampshire 
Dqmobrirt^-f-  4 liberal  swimming'  against  a  tide  of 
cohservatism.  The  Manchester  Union  Leader,  in¬ 
famous  for  its  reactionary  radical-right 
philosophy,  is  the  only  state-wide  daily  paper. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  I  tend  to  question'  very 
carefully  the  editorial  position  of  any  newspaper, 
no  matter  its  political  orientation.  When  it  comes 
to  the  Union  Leader ,  I  simply  refuse  to  buy  the 
paper,  thereby  ignoring  the  editorial  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  within.  However,  GCN  represents  more 
than  just  a  newspaper.  It  is  an  important  sound¬ 
ing  board  for  the  gay  community.  Thus,  to  see 
GCA  adopt  a  similar,  although  leftward-leaning, 
philosopy  is  unsettling.  That  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  would  follow  such  a  position  without 
question,  like  lemmings,  is  even  more  disturbing. 

I  ponder  this  notion  as  yet  another  acquain¬ 
tance,  a  generally  thoughtful  and  informed 
feminist,  is  about  to  leave  on  a  two-week  coffee¬ 
picking  expedition  to  Nicaragua.  Coffee-picking 
for  the  Sandinistas  has  become  a  popular  way  for 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  to  express  its 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Reagan  administration’s 
policy  in  Central  America.  The  Iran/Contra 
fiasco  and  the  Hasenfus  affair  reflect  the  im¬ 
morality  of  our  government’s  operations  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  However,  I  think  we  ought  to  see 
the  Nicaraguan  situation  for  what  it  is;  a  civil 
war.  We  have  no  business  interfering  on  behalf  of 
either  the  contras  or  the  Sandinistas. 

Gays  and  feminists,  especially,  ought  to  think 


twice  before  rushing  to  help  the  Nicaraguan 
government.  I  refer  to  the  section  on  Nicaragua  in 
Sisterhood  is  Global ,  by  noted  feminist  and 
author  Robin  Morgan  (Anchor  Books,  1984,  pp. 
485-489).  Here  are  a  few  excerpts: 

On  voting  (p.  485):  “There  have  been  no  elections 
since  the  1979  coup;  the  FSLN  (Sandinista 
government)  directorate  has  reiterated  a  promise 
for  elections  in  1985,  but  not  ‘bourgeois 
democratic  elections.’  ” 

On  divorce  (p.  486):  “Any  act  of  adultery  by  a 
woman  is  grounds  for  divorce,  but  a  man  must 
commit  adultery  inside  the  marital  home  or  co¬ 
habit  with  another  woman  in  the  marital  home  or 
elsewhere  for  his  act  to  be  considered  grounds; 
adultery  is  punishable  by  2-3  years 
imprisonment”  (1974  penal  code). 

On  abortion  (p.  487):  “Policy  —  legal  only  in  the 
case  of  proven  danger  to  the  woman’s  life  (1974 
penal  code).  Theraputic  abortion  is  granted  only 
if  determined  necessary  by  a  minimum  of  three 
doctors  and  with  the  consent  of  spouse  or  guar¬ 
dian.  The  penalty  for  the  practitioner,  lacking  the 
consent  of  the  woman,  is  3-6  years  imprisonment; 
with  consent,  the  penalty  is  1-4  years  for  both  the 
practitioner  and  the  woman.  If  force  or  threat  is 
used,  the  maximum  penalty  is  applied.  The  penal¬ 
ty  is  lessened  for  both  woman  and  practitioner  if 
the  abortion  was  performed  ‘to  save  the  woman’s 
honor.’  ” 

“In  practice  —  no  statistics  available;  1980 
reports  indicate  that  illegal  abortions  are  com¬ 
mon.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church’s  strong  anti¬ 
abortion  position  has  influenced  social  policies. 


Dear  GCN: 

Fine,  let’s  have  a  good  fight,  but  a  fair  fight! 
Gerry  Scoppettuolo  used  my  criticism  of 
Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  regime  as  a  pretext  for  a 
righteous  sermon.  If  I  criticize  the  Sandinistas, 
then  I  must  be  a  fellow-traveller  of  Reagan,  the 
CIA,  and  the  contras,  right?  Wrong. 

Responding  to  Scoppettuolo  is  not  simply  a 
matter  of  personal  honor,  but  also  of  political 
conviction.  I  grew  up  in  the  Carribbean  and  in 
South  America,  and  have  been  opposed  to  U.S. 
imperialism  since  my  teens.  My  politics  are  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  public  record,  and  these  are  the  words  1 
wrote  for  Gay  Community  News  in  May,  1981: 
“In  the  1980s  some  of  the  most  tragic  conflicts 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  Third  World  will  take 
place  in  Latin  America.  The  Reagan  regime  has 
revived  a  deadly  philosophy:  it  believes  that  a 
wealthy  U.S.  elite  deserves  to  have  central  power 

over  the  great  masses  of  people  in  the  world _ ” 

Today,  as  our  government  wages  an  undeclared 
war  in  that  region,  I  stand  by  those  words. 

But  I  also  stand  by  another  statement  in  the 
same  article:  “I  don’t  believe  there  can  be  real 
socialism  without  democracy,  or  real  democracy 
without  socialism.  That  means  1  don’t  believe  we 
have  democracy  in  the  U.S.,  or  that  they  have 
socialism  in  Cuba.”  I  also  quoted  a  statement 
issued  jointly  by  three  radical  lesbian  and  gay 
Mexican  groups:  “Most  international  demonstra¬ 
tions  of  support  for  Cuba  today  reveal  vestiges  of 
a  profound  Stalinism  when  they  fail  to  mention 


the  sexist  manipulations  that  Cuban  state  institu¬ 
tions  continue  to  practice.”  The  Stalinist  left 
regards  such  criticism  as  treason.  In  the  same 
manner  and  spirit,  Scoppettuolo  seems  to  believe 
1  have  no  right  to  criticize  the  Sandinistas  unless  1 
balance  every  criticism  with  a  condemnation  of 
the  Reagan  regime.  I  find  that  absurd. 

Scoppettuolo  defends  the  right  of  the  San¬ 
dinista  regime  to  close  down  a  right-wing 
newspaper.  I  do  not.  Neither  do  I  defend  their 
right  to  harass  and  censor  political  opponents  to 
their  left.  In  Stalinist  eyes,  this  puts  me  under 
suspicion  of  being  a  CIA  agent,  an  “ultra-left 
provocateur,”  or  simply  a  fool.  The  truth  is  that  I 
agree  with  the  revolutionary  Rosa  Luxemburg: 
“Freedom  only  for  the  supporters  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  only  for  the  members  of  one  party  — 
however,  numerous  they  may  be  —  is  no  freedom 
at  all.  Freedom  is  always  and  exclusively  freedom 
for  the  one  who  thinks  differently.” 

Shortly  after  the  Nicaraguan  revolution.  Aura 
L.  Beteta,  then  General  Counsel  of  Nicaragua  in 
San  Francisco,  sent  a  message  of  solidarity  to 
Third  World  lesbians  and  gay  men  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.  1  regard  that  and  certain  other 
events  as  good  signs  that  the  Sandinistas  will  not 
repeat  the  crimes  of  the  Castro  regime  against  gay 
people.  But  what  prevents  the  Sandinista  leader¬ 
ship  from  issuing  a  public,  official  statement 
defending  gay  rights?  Merely  symbolic?  On  the 
contrary!  Such  a  statement  of  principle  would 


An  AMNLAE  (the  official  Nicaraguan  state  wo¬ 
men’s  organization)  spokeswoman  (1980)  stated 
that  free  and  legal  abortion  was  not  a  primary 
goal  of  AMNLAE  but  that  some  feminists  sup¬ 
ported  the  idea.” 

On  homosexuality:  “Homosexuality  is 
punishable  under  the  section  regarding  sodomy  in 
Offenses  Against  the  Public  Morality  (Article 
205),  as  are  acts  that  ‘disrupt  public  order  and 
cause  scandal.’  The  penalty  is  1-3  years  imprison¬ 
ment,  or  2-4  years  if  a  person  forces  another  to 
commit  sodomy.  There  is  no  specific  law  govern¬ 
ing  lesbianism,  which  generally  falls  under  the 
same  category  of  Offenses  Against  the  Public 
Morality.” 

On  rape:  “Marital  rape  is  not  legally 
recognized ....  No  statistics  obtainable;  reports 
indicate  that  rape  is  a  major  problem  but  is  rarely 
reported  or  prosectuted.  There  have  been  many 
cases  of  women  and  girls  raped  by  both  govern¬ 
ment  soldiers  and  insurgents  fighting  the  govern¬ 
ment.” 

I  encourage  everyone  to  read  further.  The  San¬ 
dinistas  may  have  the  best  of  intentions,  and  they 
may  be  an  improvement  over  Somoza;  but  should 
we,  as  gay  people  and  feminists,  continue  jump¬ 
ing  on  the  bandwagon  of  a  government  that  treats 
women  and  gay  people  in  this  way?  In  any  case,  I 
urge  each  of  GCN's  readers  to  think  very  careful¬ 
ly  when  any  newspaper  tells  us  what  to  think. 
Let’s  wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee,  folks. 

C.  Barnes 
Wolfeboro,  NH 


honor  any  serious  socialist. 

I  support  the  Sandinistas  as  fighters  against 
murderous  reactionaries,  and  I  support  many  of 
their  economic  and  social  programs.  Their  lit¬ 
eracy  campaign,  for  example,  was  a  stunning  suc¬ 
cess,  even  thought  the  people  read  only  the  news 
which  the  government  sees  fit  to  print.  The  San¬ 
dinista  mistreatment  of  the  Miskito  Indians, 
however,  was  a  true  example  of  “cultural  im¬ 
perialism,”  inept  at  best,  brutal  at  worst.  Do  I 
support  the  right  of  the  Sandinistas  to  be  the 
single  rulers  of  Nicaragua?  No,  I  do  not.  Single¬ 
party  socialism  is  a  contradiction  in  terms,  one  of 
the  saddest  political  swindles  of  our  time. 

Scoppettuolo  thinks  it  is  necessary  to  remind 
me  that  our  government  is  funding  counter-revo¬ 
lutionaries  who  are  “dynamiting  hospitals,  blow¬ 
ing  the  legs  off  school  children,  and  disembowel¬ 
ing  peasant  farmers.”  True,  all  true.  But  such 
atrocities  are  not  logical  arguments  against  free 
speech  and  democracy,  which  have  also  been 
casualties  of  the  war.  Scoppettuolo  and  I  are  by 
no  means  comrades,  but  it  would  not  surprise  me 
if  we  found  ourselves  mearching  shoulder  to 
shoulder  in  the  struggle  against  U.S.  military  in¬ 
tervention.  The  Reagan  regime  itself  will  enforce 
at  least  this  much  unity  between  two  commie 
queers. 

With  hopes  we’ll  kick  the  ass  of  the  ruling  class, 
Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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Speaking  Out - 

Keep  Abreast  of  Our  Rights  as  Parents 

By  Dimitri  Belser 


The  following  essay  appeared  in  the  December  issue  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parenting 
Group  Newsletter,  published  in  California. 

In  March  of  1985,  my  lover  and  I  became  parents  when  our  son  was  born.  We  had  been 
fortunate  to  meet  a  woman  who  wanted  to  put  her  baby  up  for  adoption,  and  we  arranged  a 
cooperative  adoption  (one  where  the  adoptive  parents  and  birth  parents  meet,  and  one 
where  no  agency  is  involved  in  placement). 

In  the  adoption  process,  none  of  the  legal  arrangements  (such  as  the  signing  of 
relinquishment  papers)  take  place  before  the  child  is  born.  So  it  was  not  until  after  Elliott 
was  born  that  our  lawyer  filed  a  petition  for  us  to  adopt,  and  we  were  contacted  by  the  State 
of  California  Department  of  Social  Services  to  arrange  a  home  study  and  to  file  papers  with 
them. 

Our  lawyer  learned  that  there  was  no  specific  law  prohibiting  two  unmarried  persons 
from  adopting  jointly  in  California,  and  so  our  adoption  petition  was  amended  to  list  us 
both  as  adoptive  parents.  This  means  that  both  our  names  would  appear  on  the  birth 
certificate,  and  Elliott  would  legally  be  related  to  both  of  us  (although,  according  to  the 
state,  we  would  still  be  unrelated). 

The  home  study  and  subsequent  visits  went  very  well,  and  our  social  worker  told  us  that 
we  had  no  negative  comments  in  our  adoption  file,  and  that  since  Elliott  was  so  healthy  and 
happy,  it  would  be  virtually  impossible  for  the  state  to  deny  our  petition.  There  was  no  way 
the  state  could  say  we  were  incapable  of  raising  a  baby  since  we  were  clearly  doing  so 
successfully. 

Then  in  March  of  1986,  Nathan  Montcrieff,  a  child  placed  by  an  adoption  agency  in 
Oakland,  died,  allegedly  beaten  to  death  by  his  adoptive  parents.  After  his  death  it  was 
learned  that  his  adoptive  “mother”  was  actually  a  man,  and  that  the  two  men  had  forged 
some  of  the  papers  required  to  adopt  (including  medical  records).  Suddenly  all  of  the 
paperwork  on  our  adoption  was  being  held  up  in  Sacramento,  and  we  didn’t  hear  anything 
through  official  channels  for  quite  some  time.  Our  lawyer,  working  with  the  Lesbian  Rights 
Project,  found  that  the  state  was  considering  a  ban  on  adoptions  by  two  unrelated  people. 
This  was  suggested  in  response  to  Nathan’s  death. 

On  November  7,  1986  (immediately  following  the  election),  we  were  informed  that  this 
policy  had  in  fact  been  put  into  effect,  and  our  petition  to  adopt  was  being  denied  —  not 
because  of  any  negative  feedback  in  our  file,  only  because  we  are  two  unrelated  men  living 
together. 

Obviously,  our  first  concern  in  this  is  for  Elliott,  and  so  we  have  chosen  to  refile  our 


petition  with  only  one  parent  (single  parent  adoptions  are  unaffected  by  the  new  regulations) 
and  to  make  sure  we  have  a  legal  right  to  keep  our  son  before  we  decide  what  to  do  about  this 
new  ruling.  If  our  new  petition  is  denied  again,  the  State  of  California  will  have  to  make  a 
policy  against  gay  and  lesbian  adoptive  parents,  something  that  is  considered  unlikely  by 
many. 

This  ruling  has  some  serious  ramifications.  It  shows  that  as  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we 
are  still  without  protection  under  the  law,  and  our  rights  are  easily  challenged  by  the  state. 
The  issue  in  the  Nathan  Montcrieff  case  is  not  that  his  adoptive  parents  were  gay  (any  more 
than  it  would  have  made  sense  to  say  it  was  because  they  are  black),  but  that  fraud  was 
committed,  and  that  the  agency  failed  to  make  a  thorough  investigation.  There  were  serious 
reasons  why  the  two  men  should  never  have  been  allowed  to  become  adoptive  parents;  the 
fact  that  they  were  both  men  is  not  one  of  them. 

This  case  is  also  another  example  of  the  change  in  the  political  climate.  With  the  recent 
ousting  of  California  Supreme  Court  Justice  Rose  Bird,  it  is  clear  to  us  that  a  challenge  on 
this  ruling  would  have  little  hope  of  being  successful.  It  is  also  clear  to  us  that  as  lesbian  and 
gay  parents  we  are  still  in  a  vulnerable  position,  and  our  rights  to  raise  our  children  can  be 
challenged  at  any  time.  Though  some  look  at  the  law  in  Massachusetts  that  inhibits  gays 
from  becoming  foster  parents  and  think,  “it  can’t  happen  here,”  the  reality  is  that  it  can 
happen  here.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  group  is  so  important.  We  need  to  stay 
abreast  of  all  developments  in  regard  to  our  rights  as  parents.  We  are  all  in  this  together. 

We  will  keep  you  posted  on  developments  and  encourage  input  and  information  on 
similar  parenting  issues. 

Dimitri  Belser  is  a  gay  parent  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Parenting  Group,  a  support  system  for  those  considering  parenting  or  currently  rearing 
children.  LGPG  can  be  reached  at:  P.O.  Box  421221,  San  Francisco,  CA  94141. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices - 

r.i.  pride  high  tide  va.  woman  prisoner  corrects  department  of  corrections 


Dear  GCN : 

The  R.I.  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee  is 
organizing  its  most  active  year  jy  far  for  1987: 
alternative  social  events,  cultural  coffeehouses, 
networking  meetings  and  a  bigger,  brighter, 
bolder  Gay  Pride  march  this  coming  June. 

Our  first  event  will  be  an  indoor  beach  party  on 
Valentine’s  Day,  Saturday,  February  14,  9pm- 
lam  at  AS220  (an  alternative  art  gallery,  club 
a.k.a  “beatnik  lounge”)  at  Richmond  Street, 
Downtown  Providence.  This  is  alcohol  free  with 
lots  of  groovy  foods  all  for  only  $3.00.  Of  course 
proceeds  go  to  benefit  the  march.  Appropriate 
dress  is  encouraged  (luau,  Surf’  up,  lei’s. .  .be 
creative).  This  will  be  an  easy  way  to  meet  new 
friends  (Annette  meets  Gidget,  Frankie  meets 
Elvis). 

New  members  are  always  welcome  to  join  the 
Pride  Committee.  Write:  P.O.  Box  4486,  East 
Providence,  RI  02915,  or  call  (401)  437-1925. 
Sincerely, 

Charles  Alsdorf 
Providence,  RI 


Dear  GCN: 

I  read  the  article  concerning  the  banning  of 
GCN  in  Virginia  prisons  that  is  gradually  taking 
effect  and  would  like  to  point  out  that  Mr.  Morris 
[Corrections  official]  was  not  only  holding  back 
on  information,  but  also  covering  up  a  lot  that 
goes  on  here  at  the  Women’s  Correctional  Center 
in  Virginia. 

I  wrote  you  a  few  weeks  ago  concerning  a  mat¬ 
ter  that  I  felt  you  should  know  about  and  to  ask 
for  some  legal  help.  I  received  a  book  called  the 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  which  I  had  had  approved 
beforehand.  When  it  got  here  it  disappeared  and 
to  this  day  I  have  not  seen  it. 

Back  to  the  article.  Mr.  Morris  stated  there 
were  no  Hustler,  etc.  allowed  in  the  Virginia 
prisons.  Enclosed  are  pictures  that  I  have  taken  out 
of  Hustler  proving  that  these  magazines  and  other 
heterosexual  magazines  are  still  allowed  in. 

I  have  also  been  told  by  an  officer  here  to  let 
this  matter  drop  and  to  “LEAVE  MY 
LIFESTYLE  ON  THE  STREETS”*!)  I  feel  like  I 
have  rights  like  the  next  human  being  and  besides 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION  MANACER/STAFF  WRITER  and  an  ART 

DIRECTOR,  beginning  2/87,  and  a  FEATURES  EDITOR,  beginning  4/87. 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER 

Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  national  readership.  Coor¬ 
dinate  weekly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process  subs  and  renewals. 
Requires  writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  interpersonal, 
organizational  and  record-keeping  skill.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or 
computers  helpful.  Application  deadline:  February  28. 


ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer 
artists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred.  Application 
deadline:  February  28. 


FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 


Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


my  self  there  are  several  lesbian  women  who  feel 
they  are  being  harassed  for  our  sexual  preference 
and  it’s  time  for  the  prisons  to  wake  up  and 
realize  there  are  other  people  in  this  world  besides 
themselves.  Whether  they  be  heterosexual  or 
homosexual,  we  are  people  and  just  wish  to  live 
our  life  and  be  what  we  are. 

These  people  fail  to  realize  that  their  lame  lies 
are  getting  old  and  the  lesbians  and  gays  that  are 
locked  up  in  prison  aren’t  falling  for  that 
anymore. 

No,  I’m  not  into  the  political  side  homosexuals 
but  I  do  believe  in  myself  and  what  is  fair,  and 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gays,  that  is 
unconstitutional. 

I  hope  you  don’t  stop  with  just  an  interview 
because  I  know  I’m  going  to  do  all  that  I  can  but 
don’t  have  the  experience  (legal)  and  am  inside 
the  wall.  Please  send  censorship  info  and  let  me 
know  about  any  legal  help  that’s  available  in 
Virginia. 

This  attitude  affects  ALL  of  us  and  future 


homosexuals  too.  Thank  you  for  your  help.  I  feel 
like  1  have  nowhere  else  to  turn  at  this  time. 
Sincerely, 

Susan  Bailey 
Box  1 

Goochland,  VA  23063 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


|  |  Gay  Community  News  is 

now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 


scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $33.00  $  /_ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $  / 
25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $  / 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  tree  i 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  i _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  _ _ 


These  rates  are  tor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  tor  loreign. 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions.  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston.  MA  02111 

_ GCN  is  published  by  a  non-proht  educational  foundation 
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Electing  Ourselves 


H  *  u 


BFW 


In  addition  to  its  romantic  oportunities,  Valentine’s  Day  1987  offers  the  occasion  for  some  grassroots 
mingling  with  progressive  politicos  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Campaign  Committee’s  (GLCC)  February  14 
Dinner  Dance. 

Volunteers  like  David  Lafontaine  (above,  left)  and  Dede  Ketover  have  been  calling  their  own  friends, 
as  well  as  friends  of  the  cause,  to  make  sure  the  event  is  successful  in  gathering  contributions  to  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  progressive  candidates  for  elective  offices  in  Massachusetts. 

The  Stephen  James  House  in  Porter  Square,  Cambridge,  will  host  the  revelers  from  7  p.m.  until  mid¬ 
night.  Tickets,  $20  or  $10  for  just  the  dance,  can  be  reserved  by  calling  522-4804. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


IHFolkTree 


PRESENTS 


Qiafentifie's  T)cuj 
With... 

Saturday 

FEB. 

H  ^ 

& 


HOLLY 

NEAR 


LINDA  TERESA 
TILLERY  TRULL 


and  he*  band 


“The 


RECWOOP 

records 


2  Shows 

Festival”  5.00  PM  &  9:00  PM 
$14-50  all  seats  reserved 


at  the  Somerville  Theatre 

55  Davis  Square 

(adjacent  to  the  brand  new  MBTA  Red  Line  station) 

For  tickets  and  information 
cal/.- 


I  Interpreted  far  the 
hearing  impaired  m  ASL 


TICKET  OUTLETS:  Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office  •  Cambridge  Natural  Foods  •  Our  ot  Town  Tickets  in  Harvard  Square  • 

All  Ticketron  outlets 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 


Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


Arkansas  Students  Sue 


Continued  from  page  3 

stated  that  GLSA  was  asked  to 
move  its  meetings  to  a  safer 
building  and  that  he  was  asked  by 
the  university  to  provide  extra 
security  for  the  group’s  meetings. 

In  the  spring  of  1985,  a  group 
calling  itself  “United  Student 
Association”  (U.S.A.)  appeared 
on  campus  with  the  express  pur¬ 
pose  of  opposing  the  funding  of 
GLSA.  (University  regulations 
prohibit  “anti-”  or  “hate” 
organizations.)  U.S.A.  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  bringing  nationally 
known  anti-gay  speaker  Paul 
Cameron  to  campus  in  April  of 
that  year.  Cameron  called  for 
quarantine  of  people  with  AIDS 
and  “extermination”  of  all 
homosexuals  if  necessary  to  stop 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Cameron’s  appearance  on  cam¬ 
pus  sent  ripples  of  homophobia 
through  the  entire  northwest 
Arkansas  region.  His  literature 
surfaced  in  the  Veterans  Ad¬ 
ministration  hospital,  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  and  even  in  a  donut  shop  in 
Springdale  ten  miles  away.  A  full- 
page  anti-gay  ad  about  AIDS  was 
printed  in  the  Fayetteville  paper  by 
“The  National  Disease  Protection 
Center”  a.k.a.,  “American  Chris¬ 
tian  Voice  Foundation.” 

In  response  to  continuing  haras- 
ment  and  to  the  actions  of  U.S.A., 
an  ad-hoc  committee  of  gay  and 
straight  students  wrote  to  then- 
Chancellor  of  the  university, 
Willard  Gatewood,  saying  in  part, 
“We  believe  that  the  silence  of  the 
university  administration  on  this 
issue  indicates  a  lack  of  concern 


for  the  welfare  of  [lesbians  and  gay 
men].  We  believe  it  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  administration  to 
publicly  offer  assurance  of  basic 
rights  to  the  university’s  gay 
population.”  Gatewood  was  ask¬ 
ed  to  publicly  affirm  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  making  the  university  a 
safe  learning  environment  for 
everyone.  He  never  responded  to 
this  request. 

Sharon  Donnelly,  former  chair 
of  a  Human  Relations  Committee 
under  Chancellor  Gatewood,  test¬ 
ified  at  the  trial  that  Gatewood 
had  also  blocked  a  proposed  cam¬ 
pus  workshop  on  stereotypes 
because  it  included  vignettes  about 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Donnelly 
said  Gatewood  had  originally 
agreed  to  provide  $1,000  to  an  ad- 
hoc  committee  designing  a  pro¬ 
gram  to  combat  distorted  images 
of  minority  groups  on  campus. 
But  when  a.  proposal,  including 
plans  for  dealing  with  foreign 
students,  students  who  had  dis¬ 
abilities,  and  lesbian  and  gay 
students,  was  presented  to  him  in 
June  1985,  Gatewood  balked. 
Donnelly  testified  that  the 
Chancellor  told  her,  “There  will 
be  no  state  money  for  this 
workshop  if  there  is  any  word 
about  gay  and  lesbians  in  it.” 

When  Gatewood  was  called  as  a 
witness,  he  said  his  understanding 
was  that  the  workshop  was  to  ad¬ 
dress  racism,  and  he  was  not  aware 
until  the  June  meeting  that  any 
other  issues  were  being  considered. 
Under  cross-examination,  how- 
Continued  on  page  11 


iV  am  npn  Dp 

TIKVA  1  f 

Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 

•Holiday  Observances  •  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238,  (617)  782-8894 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


ms 


'laGrao ge 


338  7037 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


A fTOTST/TC 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon. -Sat.  6-9,  Sun.  12-7 
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Gay  Love  &  Queer  Sex:  A  Valentine’s  Duo 


On  Pre-Meditated  Sex  vs.  Making  Love 


By  Ann  Fry 

Three  hundred  or  so  lesbians 
gathered  at  a  Boston-area  church 
Friday  night,  January  23,  to  hear 
sex  therapist  JoAnn  Loulan, 
author  of  Lesbian  Sex,  give  a  lec¬ 
ture  entitled  “What’s  So  Funny 
About  Lesbian  Sex?”  Not  quite 
knowing  what  to  expect  —  yet  an¬ 
ticipating  something  along  the 
lines  of  a  lesbian  Dr.  Ruth  (an  ox¬ 
ymoron  to  be  sure)  —  I  was 
somewhat  relieved  to  find  Loulan 
a  spunky,  self-fashioned  stand-up 
comedian  who  had  us  laughing  at 
ourselves,  our  mating  rituals  and 
our  sometimes  preposterous  sex¬ 
ual  expectations. 

Loulan  opened  the  evening  by 
introducing  herself  as  a  “recover¬ 
ing  Catholic,”  drawing  the  first  of 
many  audience  giggles  and  guf¬ 
faws.  She  described  for  us  “what  a 
miracle  is  it  to  be  a  lesbian,”  pok¬ 
ing  and  prodding  such  life  and 
death  issues  as  the  lesbian  date 
(secretly  a  lesbian  engagement  par¬ 
ty)  and  the  elusive  orgasm.  She 
also  spoke  on  more  serious  matters 
including  motherhood  and 
couplehood  (“if  you’re  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  mother,  you’re  in  a 
non-monogamous  relationship”), 
cures  for  relationship  ennui  (“pre¬ 
meditated  sex”),  and  incest  sur¬ 
vival. 

Loulan  also  discussed  safer  sex 
for  lesbians,  and  although  her  in¬ 
tentions  were  noble,  making  us 
aware  of  the  possibility  of 
transmission  of  AIDS  woman-to- 
woman,  her  facts  were  screwed  up 
as  evidenced  by  broad  statements 
such  as  “there  never  has  to  be 
another  case  of  AIDS  if  we  all 
practice  safe  sex.”  She  also  cited 
an  article  of  questionable  existence 
in  the  New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine  which  documents  (“[she 
thought]”)  a  case  of  woman-to- 
woman  transmitted  AIDS.  This  in¬ 
accurate  reporting  of  fact,  stret¬ 
ching  the  truth  to  make  a  point, 
was  annoying.  The  threat  of  AIDS 
is  frightening  enough  without  sen¬ 
sationalism. 

The  lecture  was  marked  by 
Loulan ’s  sound  and  resounding 
plea  (a  la  Joan  Rivers)  to  “talk” 
about  our  sexual  behavior.  Our 


JoAnn  Loulan,  author  of  Lesbian  Sex. 


problem,  Loulan  explains,  is  that 
we  “don’t  know  what  each  other 
does”  in  bed.  We  all  take  sex  too 
seriously  and  are  trapped  in  a 
“sexual  closet.”  She  proceeded  to 
point  out  that  the  first  time  we 
have  sex  with  someone,  does  not 
have  to  be  the  go-ahead  signal  to 
set  up  house  together.  Too  many 
lesbians,  in  Loulan’s  experience, 
end  up  at  a  later  date  thinking,  “I 
should  have  just  fucked  her  brains 
out  and  walked  away.” 

Which  brings  us  to  what  I  took 
away  as  the  main  point  of  the  lec¬ 
ture  in  the  midst  of  her  many  and 
various  comic  vignettes  pertaining 
to  the  lesbian  lifestyle  —  casual 
sex.  Loulan’s  premise  throughout 
her  talk  was  one  of  learning  to  be 


comfortable  with  our  sexuality, 
being  able  to  forego  the  formalities 
of  courtship  when  we  choose  (skip 
the  movie  if  all  you  want  to  do  is 
“eat  her  pussy”)  —  a  generally 
positive  reinforcement  of 
ourselves  as  lesbians.  Yet  telling 
someone  I  am  attracted  to  “I  want 
to  eat  your  pussy”  (as  instructed 
by  Loulan)  is  about  as  exciting  as 
“Do  you  mind  if  I  use  your 
bathroom,”  and  serves  much  the 
same  purpose.  For  some  of  us,  the 
silly  games  of  pursuit  are  half  the 
fun  of  being  interested  in  some¬ 
one. 

I  wish  Loulan  had  discussed 
more  of  the  complexities,  physical 

Continued  on  page  12 
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On  Being  Cozy  with  Mister  Right 


By  Robert  Storen 

I  can  remember,  and  not  that 
long  ago,  when  slushy  mid-winter 
days  like  today  always  led  my  fev¬ 
erish  imagination  down  a  murky 
hallway  known  as  “shacking  up.” 
Like  lots  of  people,  1  suppose,  1 
always  seemed  to  become  engage 
during  the  warm  months,  then 
wound  up  Christmans  shopping 
alone,  for  people  1  no  longer  had 
any  sexual  claim  over.  And  that’s 
how  I  always  imagined  it,  too,  as  if 
any  sort  of  relationship  which  in¬ 
volved  physical  affection  must,  by 
nature,  involve  a  long  string  of  tits 
for  tats.  You  know  what  I  mean, 
that  “I  paid  last  time”  mentality, 
that  “I’m  tired,  why  can’t  you 
come  over  to  my  place  for  a 
change”  litany. 

Concurrent  with  this  attitude  is 
a  nagging  fear  that  the  right  per¬ 
son,  in  my  case  a  Mister  Right, 
would  make  all  this  calculating 
redundant.  Any  child  weaned  like 
I  was  on  a  pre-school  diet  of  Walt 
Disney  and  prime-time  TV  prob¬ 
ably  lugs  just  such  a  set  of  matched 
emotional  baggage  with  them 
whenever  their  train  stops  at 
“Romance  Crossing,  USA.”  I 
think  the  phrase  “there’s  someone 
for  everyone”  is  inscribed  in  Latin 
on  the  reverse  of  dollar  bills. 

Should  we  meet  this  poor  soul, 
someone,  for  example,  who  is  a 
great  cook  yet  doesn’t  care  that 


you  order  out  for  pizza  when  you 
have  people  over  for  dinner, 
then... then  the  sparks  fly.  Then 
the  problems  with  the  relatives 
dissolve  like  fade-outs  in  movies 
from  the  ’40s.  Then  your  boss 
magically  transforms  from  an  ogre 
seemingly  bent  on  your  physical 
and  emotional  dissolution  into 
someone  who  really  cares  about 
your  personal  and  “professional” 
growth.  Love,  I  am  told  by  friends 
who  usually  aren’t  given  to  such 
sentiments,  is  the  greatest  drug  of 
all.  And  when  you  start  quoting 
from  the  Top  40,  you  know  you 
should  be  in  the  care  of  a  qualified 
medic. 

No  matter.  Like  a  lot  of  you  out 
there,  I  find  myself  in  this  curious 
position  once  again.  Although 
such  a  state  is  supposed  to  resem¬ 
ble  a  warm  bath,  let’s  face  it,  at  a 
deeper  level  it’s  more  a  cold 
shower.  After  all,  I  can’t  very  well 
sit  around  in  a  small  group  and 
proclaim,  as  I  once  would  have, 
“If  only  I  stopped  meeting  so 
many  assholes  and  found  a  guy  I 

really  liked,  then _ ”  Fill  in  the 

blanks  any  way  you  want.  Then 
I’d  quit  smoking.  I’d  stop  drinking 
so  much.  I’d  go  and  get  a  really 
good  job,  take  some  classses, 
reorganize  my  life,  hang  out  at  the 
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In  The  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology 
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Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1986 
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Reviewed  by  Charles  Henry  Fuller 


Sometimes  I  don't  realize  how  thirsty  I  am  until 
someone  offers  me  a  glass  of  water.  Taken  offguard,  I'm 
surprised  at  how  wonderful  it  can  feel  as  it  passes  over 
my  cracked  lips,  rushing  to  those  places  deep  inside 
where  it  can  do  the  most  good.  "How  could  I  have 
forgotten  the  importance  of  water?"  is  the  question  I 
asked  myself  after  reading  Joseph  Beam's  ground¬ 
breaking  collection,  In  the  Life:  A  Black  Cay  Anthology. 
Here  is  a  volume  which  left  me  refreshed,  cleansed,  and 
startled  by  the  healing  properties  of  words. 

As  a  black  gay  writer,  I  am  acutely  aware  of  the 
paucity  of  reliable  reflections  of  my  world  in  literature.  I 
understand  Beam's  weariness  with  white  gay  male 
writing,  particularly  the  fruits  of  "...the  incestuous 
literati  of  Manhattan  and  Fire  Island,  the  San  Francisco 
cropped -mustache-clones,  and  the  Boston-to- 
Cambridge  politically  correct  radical  faggots." 
(Introduction,  p.  13)  Certainly  I  respond  to  the  themes 
of  isolation,  anger,  and  loneliness,  as  well  as  those  of 
regeneration,  self-determinism,  and  new-found  com¬ 
munity  that  a  homosexual  lifestyle  requires.  What 
exhausts  me  about  the  presentation  of  homosexual  life 
in  both  gay  and  straight  publications  is  the  unrelenting 
whiteness  of  the  images.  All  the  protagonists  are  not 
blond;  all  the  blacks  are  not  criminal  or  negligible.  The 
29  contributors  to  In  the  Life  address  these  issues  and 
many  others  with  an  admirable  directness. 

Strongly  influenced  by  the  courage,  vision,  and 
honesty  he  found  in  the  recent  writings  of  lesbians  and 
black  women,  Joseph  Beam  decided  a  black  gay  men's 
collection  was  overdue.  He  is  to  be  commended  for  the 
variety  of  works  assembled  here,  including  essays,  short 
fiction,  poetry  and  lyrics,  as  well  as  interviews, 
profiles,  and  theater  pieces.  While  the  writing  is  not 
always  of  uniformly  high  quality,  each  selection 
presents  some  aspect  of  black  gay  experience  which  is 
illuminating,  often  brought  into  sharper  focus  by  a  shift 
in  genre  or  perspective.  In  the  Life  makes  visible  aspects 
of  a  world  many  have  never  seen. 

The  short  fiction  is  quite  good.  Melvin  Dixon's  "The 
Boy  with  Beer"  is  about  a  man's  first  visit  to  a  gay  bar. 
Dixon  moves  easily  among  the  many  voices  from  the 
past  and  present.  His  ear  for  dialogue  is  convincing,  as  he 
captures  each  wavering  of  Willis'  resolve  with  stylish 
precision.  Craig  G.  Harris'  two  stories,  "Cut  Off  From 
Among  Their  People"  and  "Weekend  Plans"  are  also 
satisfying.  While  he  uses  a  more  profluent,  traditional 
narrative  than  Dixon,  Harris  is  also  concerned  with 
atmosphere  and  empathy.  "Cut  Off.  .  ."  uses  a  funeral 
service  to  take  a  painful  look  at  homophobia  and  AIDS 
in  the  black  community.  The  reader,  like  the  funeral 
director  in  this  story,  is  angered  by  yet  another  of  these 
".  .  .tearless  funerals,  the  widowed  treated  like  non¬ 


entities,  and  these  'another  faggot  burns  in  hell' 
sermons."  (p.  67)  By  contrast,  "Weekend  Plans”  is  a 
restrained  gem  wihich  looks  at  how  one  man  deals  with 
his  own  invisibility  within  a  long-term  relationship. 

This  anthology's  poetry  is  made  interesting  more  by 
subject  matter  than  by  execution,  with  the  exception  of 
Essex  Hemphill's  work.  Whether  he's  examining  love 
gone  wrong  ("Isn't  It  Funny"),  a  desperate  longing  for 
spiritual  peace  ("Better  Days"),  or  his  own  irritation  at 
being  a  member  of  an  endangered  species  ("Cordon 
Negro"),  Hemphil's  poems  offer  dark,  ruminating 
glimpses  of  the  human  condition.  These  grim  visions  are 
redeemed  by  Hemphill's  deceptively  plain,  visceral  use 
of  language  and  setting. 

I  don't  want  to  hear  you  beg/  I'm  sick  of  beggars./  If 
you  a  man/  take  what  you  want  from  me/  or  what  you 
can./  Even  if  you  have  me/  like  some  ol  gal  across  town 
you  think  you  love. 

Look  at  me!/  standing  here/  with  my  dick  as  straight  as 
yours./  What  do  you  think  this  is?/  The  weather  cock  on 
a  rooftop? 

("Isn't  It  Funny,"  Hemphill,  p.  108-9) 
Jerry  Thompson's  "19"  is  a  hard-edged  character 
study,  and  Craig  A.  Reynolds'  "I  Want  to  Love  You" 


remains  a  sensual  treat  with  beautifully  drawn 
metaphors.  I  found  the  bittersweet  realities  of  Philip 
Robinson's  "When  I  Stopped  Kissing  My  Father"  to  be 
the  only  one  of  these  sixteen  or  so  poems  which 
continues  to  sound  in  my  ear: 

When  I  stopped  kissing  my  father/  roofs  and  ceilings 
fell  hard  upon  my  shoulders./  In  the  middle  of  the  floor,/ 
no  one  experienced  the  pain  but  me. 

(Robinson,  p.  152) 

I  found  little  to  recommend  "Risin'  to  the  Love  We 
Need,"  an  excerpt  from  Assotto  Saint's  multi-media 
theater  piece.  While  it  may  suffer  contextual  problems 
in  its  abbreviated  form  here,  the  visions  it  conjures  up 
are  far  from  satisfying.  Even  if  I  concede  that  this  work 
might  have  some  theatrical  appeal,  its  literary  merits  are 
doubtful,  especially  Saint's  troublesome  dialogue.  For 
example,  what  is  one  to  make  of  exchanges  like  this 
one: 

Billy:  girlfriend,  you  are  one  queen  with  a  whole  lotta 
loving/  your  life's  all  in  your  dreams  and  your  dreams  are 
all  your  life./ 

Miles:  oh  lord,  when  i  see  somebody  who  can  survive 
the  slumps  like  she  did,  it  just  fascinates  me. 

(p.  248) 

What  fascinates  me  is  that  actors  actually  said  these  lines 
in  public! 

By  contrast,  the  essays,  interviews,  and  profiles  are 
the  most  involving  aspects  of  In  the  Life.  In  them,  black 
gay  men  discuss  the  intersection  of  race  and  sex  in  their 
lives,  how  this  situation  effects  the  many  choices  they 
make  in  living  their  lives,  and  how  they  cope  with  the 
limitations  that  they  and  others  place  upon  them  be¬ 
cause  of  their  race,  sexual  preference,  and  class.  The 
sophistication  of  analysis,  as  well  as  the  level  of  earnest 
engagement  on  the  part  of  the  writers  is  gratifying.  The 


range  of  topics  alone  merits  consideration:  growing  up 
gay;  the  realities  of  a  closeted  life;  living  as  an  openly  gay 
man;  internalized  homophobia  and  racism;  the  particu¬ 
lar  role  of  religion  in  the  black  gay  community;  the 
prevalence  of  bisexuality;  marriage;  parenting;  and 
others.  In  some  instances,  the  reader  is  seeing  issues 
discussed  which  have  rarely  been  featured  in  even  the 
most  radical  publications. 

Reginald  Shepherd's  essay,  "On  Not  Being  White"  is 
notable  for  its  unflinching  examination  of  what  it  means 
to  be  obsessed,  as  a  black  person,  with  not  only  acquir¬ 
ing  a  white  lover  but  of  personally  yearning  to  be  white. 
This  is  an  issue  no  one  to  my  knowledge  is  discussing 
with  any  frequency,  yet  it  is  a  very  real,  albeit  minority, 
position  in  the  black  gay  community.  Beam,  a  skilled 
writer  in  his  own  right,  couldn't  have  been  unmindful  of 
the  crimes  Shepherd  commits  against  language  in  this 
essay.  But  Beam  sets  literary  concerns  aside  because  of 
the  complexity  of  the  issue  being  discussed.  Even  an  ac¬ 
complished  writer  would  stumble  and  trip  in  preparing 
this  argument.  While  I  question  whether  the  tone  deaf 
should  be  allowed  to  give  recitals,  Shepherd's  tuneless, 
self-referential  prose  does  add  a  poignancy  to  his  strug¬ 
gle  that  both  distracts  and  focuses  the  reader  on  the 


complexity  of  his  situation. 

The  interview  of  science  fiction  writer  Samuel  R. 
Delany  and  the  profile  of  experimental  writer  and  artist 
Bruce  Nugent  are  worth  the  price  of  this  book  alone. 
Beam  captures  Delany  in  all  his  thoughtful  elegance. 
Beginning  with  recollections  of  an  irrepressibly  fe 
organist  who  worked  in  his  father's  funeral  home  during 
the  late  1940s,  Delany  remains  funny,  instructive  and 
wise  throughout.  His  discussion  of  the  difficult  time  he 
had  accepting  himself  as  a  black  gay  man,  a  parent,  and 
husband  is  both  intimate  and  perceptive.  Charles 
Michael  Smith's  profile  of  Bruce  Nugent  is  wonderful. 
Arranging  this  piece  as  part  interview/part  historical 
reconstruction,  Smith  demonstrates  great  skill  at  getting 
various  quoted  sources,  including  Nugent,  to  tell  this 
story.  All  of  Nugent's  razor  sharp  wit  and  celebrated 
memory  are  brought  to  bear  on  the  Harlem  Renais¬ 
sance.  From  black  racism  to  salon  parties,  from  black 
literati  to  the  "New  Negro,"  from  police  harassment  to 
sex  after  seventy,  Smith  brings  Nugent,  the  original 
black  bohemian,  and  his  times  into  sharp  focus. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  essays  in  the  collection, 
is  the  editor's  own  "Brother  to  Brother:  Words  from  the 
Heart."  Here  Beam's  seductive  lyricism  and  carefully 
selected  memories  build  to  a  persuasive  conclusion.  He 
is  measuring  distances  between  straight  and  gay  men  in 
the  black  community,  assessing  the  price  this  rupture 
has  cost  the  community,  divining  a  path  to  wholeness. 

My  body  contains  as  much  anger  as  water.  It  is  the 
material  from  which  I  have  built  my  house:  blood  red 
bricks  that  cry  in  the  rain.  It  is  what  pulls  my  tie  and  gold 
chains  taut  around  my  neck;  fills  my  penny  loafers  and- 
my  Nikes;  molds  my  Calvins  and  gray  flannels  to  my  tor¬ 
so.  (This)  fiery  anger  is  stoked  additionally  with  the 
fuels  of  contempt  and  despisal  shown  me  by  my  com- 


munity  because  I  am  gay.  I  cannot  go  home  as  who  I  am. 

When  I  speak  of  home,  I  mean  not  only  the  familial 
constellation  from  which  I  grew,  but  the  entire  Black 
community.  Where  is  my  reflection?  I  am  most  often 
rendered  invisible,  perceived  as  a  threat  to  the  family,  or 
am  tolerated  if  I  am  silent  and  inconspicuous.  I  cannot 
go  home  as  who  I  am  and  that  hurts  me  deeply. 

(p.  230-231) 

In  the  Life  is  a  successful  anthology,  because  it 
doesn't  do  more  than  it  should.  Beam  focuses  the 
reader's  attention  on  diversity  of  lifestyles  within  the 
black  gay  male  community.  He  doesn't  allow  the 
contributors  to  get  caught  up  in  the  issues  of  linkage  and 
universality  with  either  the  straight  or  white  gay  com¬ 
munities.  He  trusts  the  reader  to  draw  her  or  his  own 
conclusions.  Also,  Joseph  Beam  has  encouraged  the 
writers  to  reflect  unselfconsciously  about  their  in¬ 
dividual  experiences.  And  finally,  it  is  this  intensely  per¬ 
sonal,  sometimes  contradictory  testimony  from  a  wide 
range  of  black  gay  men  which  is  so  satisfying.  What  the 
reader  responds  to  is  the  positive  sense  that,  whatever 
troubles  these  men  have  faced  or  continue  to  face,  they 
are  each  “proudly  gay,"  as  Beam  states,  and  .  .are 
coming  home  with  [their]  heads  held  up  high.” 

©  Charles  Henry  Fuller 


John  Bush 


A  Decade  —  or  Three  —  of  Making  Change  Happen 


By  Loie  Hayes 

Dwight  McGhee,  John  Bush  and  Thomas  Plant  are 
Black  gay  men  living  in  the  Boston  area.  All  three  are 
associated  with  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(BWMT).  I  hope  their  stories  —  about  coming  to  terms 
with  being  gay  and  learning  to  confront  racism  and 
homophobia  —  will  provide  some  personal  examples  of 
the  diversity  and  commonality  shared  by  Black  men  "in 
the  life.” 


"Gay  people  weren't  doing  so  much  then." 

John  Bush  “came  to  grips"  with  being  gay  in  the 
early  '50s.  He  had  met  gay  men  during  military  service 
but  he  saw  them  as  “too  flamboyant,  too  out."  Though 
he  felt  “great  resistance  to  the  whole  idea,"  by  1952  he 
knew  he  had  to  accept  being  gay  and  “live  it  out." 

Bush  was  able  to  find  a  "companion"  he  would  go 
on  to  live  with  for  1 1  years.  In  those  years,  race  was  a 
more  overt  problem  for  Bush  than  his  sexual  identity. 
He  had  to  get  past  a  superintendent's  racial  fears  before 
being  hired  by  a  Pennsylvania  school  district  as  their  first 
Black  teacher.  The  fact  that  he  was  "sharing  this  house 
with  this  friend"  wasn't  public  enough  knowledge  to  af¬ 
fect  his  employment.  Though  Bush  was  active  in  the 
movement  for  Black  civil  rights  and  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  "this  was  pre-Stonewall:  gays  weren't  doing  so 
much  then." 

Bush  moved  to  Massachusetts  in  1973  to  take  a  job 
at  a  university  southeast  of  Boston.  The  "few  little 
places  to  go"  for  gay  people  in  that  area  were  "kind  of 
dismal  joints  in  seedy  parts  of  town,  where  people  had  a 
tendency  not  to  talk  to  people  they  didn't  know."  Even 
other  people  of  color  would  only  "nod  and  say  hello" 
and  Bush  "never  got  to  know  them."  Though  Bush  met 
gay  co-workers,  "most  were  closeted." 

As  a  founding  member,  in  1 980,  of  Boston's  chapter 
of  Black  and  White  Men  Together,  Bush  feels  angry  at 
Black  gay  men  who  "didn't  see  beyond  their  own  little 
circles.”  Though  they  may  be  "involved  in  the  church," 
Bush  believes  these  men  "don't  let  it  be  known  they're 
gay."  In  the  Black  identity  courses  he  teaches  at  the 
university,  Bush  tries  to  "remind"  his  students  of  their 
"responsibility  to  continue  to  stand  in  the  long  tradition 
of  protest"  which  has  characterized  the  history  of  Black 
people  in  America. 

"Maybe  I  can  come  out  too." 

In  the  mid-'70s,  Thomas  Plant  moved  from  Ohio  to 
Boston  to  attend  graduate  school.  Like  other  Blacks 
who  came  to  Boston  for  educational  purposes,  class  dif¬ 
ferences  made  it  difficult  for  Plant  to  get  to  know 
Boston's  poorer  Black  commmunity  and,  in  particular, 
gay  men  within  the  Black  community.  Plant's  sense  is 
that  "Black  gays  born  and  brought  up  in  Boston .  .  .tend 
to  stay  to  themselves/'  For  Black  gay  men  in  Boston, 
Plant  sees  "two  very  separate  communities,"  one 
which  includes  more  highly  educated  Blacks  but  which 


remains  predominantly  white,  the  second  composed 
mostly  of  more  closeted  Black  men. 

Though  Plant  had  been  sexually  active  with  other 
males  since  his  early  teens,  he  and  his  friends  "didn't 
consider  themselves  gay."  By  the  time  he  got  to  Boston, 
Plant  recognized  that  his  atti actions  to  men  were 
strong,  and  that  his  relationships  with  men  were  "closer 
and  more  lasting"  than  those  with  his  women  friends. 
"Slowly  but  surely"  he  "ventured  out  into  the  Boston 
gay  community." 

Plant  had  seen  men  he  assumed  to  be  gay  going  into 
the  bar  Buddies  and  one  day  he  gathered  up  his  strength 
and  walked  in  to  "see  what  was  going  on."  At  first  the 
bar  scene  was  "very  new  and  exciting,"  but  over  time 
Plant  came  to  "understand  the  whole  climate"  as  "not 
really  very  accepting."  Racially  discriminatory  carding, 
and  more  subtle  racist  behavior  in  gay  bars,  and  the 
racial  violence  that  surrounded  the  desegregation  of 
Boston's  schools  taught  Plant  that  "Blacks  were  going  to 
have  a  hard  time  moving  from  neighborhood  to 
neighborhood"  in  Boston.  As  Plant's  self-acceptance  as 
a  gay  man  developed,  his  ability  to  speak  out  on  race 
issues  also  deepened.  Through  BWMT  which  he  joined 
in  1 980,  Plant  met  new  friends  and  worked  to  create  oc¬ 
casions  where  people  of  different  races  could  meet,  talk 
and  develop  political  strategies. 

1980  was  the  first  year  Plant  marched  in  Gay  Pride. 
The  "camaraderie  of  so  many  people  who  were  willing 
to  go  to  the  streets"  filled  Plant  with  a  "tremendous  feel¬ 
ing."  In  the  past  seven  years  Plant  has  continued  his  ac¬ 
tivism  through  BWMT  and  other  venues.  One  current 
project  is  to  get  local  radio  stations  to  play  the  AIDS 
education  rap  song  "Respect  Yourself."  Plant  sees 
targeting  young  Black  people  as  essential  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS,  with  churches  and  schools  as  key  players 
in  this  effort. 

Another  central  part  of  Plant's  community  work  is 
his  membership  in  the  Unitarian  Universalist  First 
Church  of  Roxbury.  Plant  hopes  this  "humanist  con¬ 
gregation  which  is  predominantly  gay"  will  be  an 
"alternative"  to  the  "hellfire-and-damnation"  style  of 
Black  Protestantism  and  the  "negative  judgment"  of 
gay  sexuality  which  has  been  voiced  by  the  Catholic 
hierarchy. 

Though  he  is  sometimes  not  sure  he'll  have 
"enough  strength"  to  stay  politically  active,  Plant  says 
his  leadership  role  is  "very  rewarding."  It's  his  hope 
that  people  will  say  to  themselves,  "if  he's  Black  and 
gay  and  politically  involved,  maybe  I  can  come  out  and 
be  involved  too." 

"Just  the  fact  that  we're  here. . ." 

Dwight  McGhee  remembers  "flipping  through  the 
Sears  and  Roebuck  catalogue"  when  he  was  ten  years 
old  and  feeling  excited  looking  at  the  men's  clothing 
pages.  "Is  this  normal?"  he  wondered.  "Is  this  what 
other  boys  feel?" 

When  he  heard  the  word  homosexual  during  a  TV 


report  about  a  gay  college  student  running  for  some 
school  office,  he  looked  the  word  up  in  the  dictionary. 
"I  must  be  this  way,"  he  concluded,  and  kept  his  feel¬ 
ings  secret. 

Moving  to  Boston  in  his  late  teens,  McGhee  began 
to  "come  out  of  [his]  shell."  The  first  time  he  stepped  in¬ 
to  a  gay  club  was  with  his  brother  and  some  friends,  all 
presumably  straight.  It  was  a  Sunday  about  1 5  years  ago 
and  they  were  bar  hopping.  Along  the  way  someone 
suggested  going  to  a  gay  bar,  and  though  they  didn't 
know  that  McGhee  was  gay,  they  agreed  to  "be  cool  if 
any  guys  start  to  get  fresh .  .  .,  be  polite  and  tell  them 
we're  not  that  way."  McGhee  felt  "curious  to  find  out 
what  it  was  like,”  then  disappointed  by  the  small  num¬ 
ber  of  people  in  the  bar  that  night.  When  he  learned 
that  the  bar  across  the  street  was  also  gay,  he  "made  up 
[his]  mind  to  go  there  the  next  weekend." 

Though  McGhee  was  "shocked"  when  he  first  saw 
two  men  dancing  together  that  next  week,  by  the  end  of 
the  night  he  was  dancing  too.  An  exciting  period  fol¬ 
lowed,  when  McGhee  was  "really  experiencing  [his] 
sexuality."  After  a  bout  with  gonorrhea  and  "a  lot  of 
one  night  stands,"  the  scene  started  to  get  "quite  bor¬ 
ing."  McGhee  wanted  a  man  to  "talk  to,"  someone 
"special."  He  became  lovers  with  a  man  he  met  at  the 
bar  Carnival,  then  went  through  three  relationships  that 
"didn't  work  out."  At  one  point  he  thought  about 
suicide  and  went  to  the  emergency  room  of  Boston  City 
Hospital:  "I  just  collapsed  when  the  psychiatric  nurse 
asked  me  what  the  problem  was.  I  spilled  my  guts."  On¬ 
ly  when  McGhee  became  friends  and  roommates  with  a 
Jamaican  gay  man,  did  he  find  the  friendship  he  need¬ 
ed. 

One  thing  McGhee  could  not  accept  about  his 
roommate  was  the  man's  belief  that  gay  peope  should 
stay  in  the  closet.  McGhee  continues  to  be  frustrated 
with  Black  gay  men  who  aren't  "political  and  don't 
want  to  be."  As  someone  who  has  worked  in  fairly  low- 
waged  jobs,  McGhee  gets  "very  angry"  at  professional 
Black  men  who  act  "snooty."  McGhee  thinks  "How 
can  you  look  down  on  me?  We're  both  Black  men.  The 
same  thing  could  happen  to  you.  If  they  turn  you  away 
at  a  bar,  they'll  be  looking  at  your  color,  not  your 
wallet." 

McGhee  wishes  there  were  a  politically  active  all- 
Black  gay  group.  He's  seen  his  share  of  racist  incidents 
in  Boston's  bars:  friends  who've  been  carded,  fights,  a 
general  feeling  of  being  "uncomfortable."  Though  he 
doesn't  like  the  bar  atmosphere,  he  knows  they're  "the 
one  place  gay  people  can  be  comfortable  and  meet 
other  gay  people." 

McGhee  has  found  friends  and  an  outlet  for  his 
political  energy  in  BWMT.  Though  he  still  gets 
discouraged  about  the  limitations  of  the  group,  "just  the 
fact  that  we're  here  matters  an  awful  lot." 
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Continued  from  page  I 
will  do  its  best. 

The  new  process  will  be  based 
on  everything  in  Shaw’s  file  as  of 
1981.  No  one  on  either  side  of  the 
tenure  dispute  will  be  permitted 
contact  with  the  committee  bet¬ 
ween  now  and  the  mid-March 
deadline.  The  outcome  will  be  bin¬ 
ding,  although  Shaw  and  her  law¬ 
yers  won ’t  drop  the  case  ‘ ‘if  there’s 
any  fraud  or  interference,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Shaw. 

Short  of  immediate  reinstate¬ 
ment,  Shaw  feels  this  is  the  best 
settlement  she  could  get.  Boston 
attorney  Nancy  Gertner,  who  has 
litigated  many  university  sex 
discrimination  cases,  called  the 
settlement  “extraordinary” 
because  of  Shaw’s  extensive  in¬ 
volvement  in  determining  the  new 
review  process. 

If  the  case  had  gone  on  to  a  jury 
trial  on  the  sex  discrimination 
charges,  Shaw  believes  she  even¬ 
tually  would  have  won  and  the 
university  would  have  found  itself 
publicly  in  violation  of  its  own 
rules  for  non-discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sex,  political  beliefs 
and  sexual  orientation.  “It’s 
precisely  because  of  the  precedent 


it  would  have  set  that  they  settled 
with  us,”  said  attorney  Walker. 

The  university,  however,  isn’t 
saying  why  they  settled  the  case 
now.  Repeated  calls  to  university 
lawyers  and  public  information  of¬ 
ficers  yielded  only  a  formal  recita¬ 
tion  of  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 

Going  to  trial  could  have  meant 
another  three  to  seven  years  of 
litigation  and  by  that  time,  Shaw 
said,  the  victory  might  have  been 
hollow.  A  new  tenure  process 
would  have  been  impossible,  and 
she  would  have  had  little  control 
over  the  terms  of  the  new  decision. 
This  settlement,  according  to 
Shaw,  sends  a  message  to  the  univ¬ 
ersity  and  other  potential  plaintiffs 
that  “you  don’t  have  to  wait 
forever  to  win  an  effective  resolu¬ 
tion.” 

Most  of  Shaw’s  supporters  say 
she’s  had  to  wait  six  years  too  long 
already,  and  they  point  out  that 
she  still  has  another  month  to  wait. 
“We  should  celebrate  this  victory 
because  it  shows  they  couldn’t  get 
away  with  it,”  said  Stanford  pro¬ 
fessor  Estelle  Freedman,  who 
recently  won  her  own  tenure  battle 
on  similar  grounds.  “But  look  at 


the  cost.  She  deserves  to  be  rein¬ 
stated.  That  would  really  be  justice 
enacted.” 

The  financial  settlement,  which 
will  cover  Shaw’s  legal  costs  only 
because  her  attorneys  have  been 
working  voluntarily  or  at  reduced 
rates,  is  not  as  important  to  Shaw 
as  the  chance  to  get  her  job  back. 
“It’s  easy  for  a  large  corporation 
like  the  university  to  buy  people 
off,  but  we  wanted  to  force  a  real 
reconsideration  of  the  decision.” 

Also  important  in  the  settlement 
is  a  lack  of  restrictions  on  talking 
about  the  dispute.  According  to 
Pratt,  a  university  charged  with 
discrimination  frequently  “gags 
the  victim.  Here,  they  have  not  on¬ 
ly  not  gagged  her  [Shaw],  but 
they’ve  agreed  they  were  so  biased 
that  they  will  provide  her  with  a 
new  tenure  review.” 

Others  who  have  been  watching 
the  case  say  the  publicity  will  be  as 
significant  as  any  legal  precedent 
that  would  have  been  set  had  the 
case  gone  to  trial.  “The  academic 
world  would  like  to  think  that  the 
‘fad’  of  having  to  hire  women  and 
minorities  is  over,”  said  Virginia 
Continued  on  page  11 
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with 
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JENNIFER  JUSTICE 


February  14th  at  9pm 
February  15th  at  7pm 

First  Church  Congregational 
1 1  Garden  Street,  Harvard  Square 

With  A  Special 
Erotic  Slide  Show 
By  Susan  Wilson 

"Stories  that  make  us  remember 
what  high  voltage  feels  like!" 

Sojourner 


Tickets  $6  in  advance  from  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Red  Books,  and  Body  Works  Gym  in  Cambridge 
Tickets  $7  at  the  door.  Wheelchair  accessible.  For  information  call  7764514 
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Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 
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WEIGHT  PROBLEMS 

Robert  Haas  Associates  offers  individual  and  group  therapy  which 
uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help  one  lose  weight.  With  a 
medical  provider  and  psychotherapist  available,  the  therapy  provides 
structure  and  support  to  those  who  have  difficulty  losing  weight,  as 
well  as  a  look  at  deeper  issues  concerning  weight  loss.  RHA  offers 
personalized  therapy  programs  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  en¬ 
vironment. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  short-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•  shyness  •  depression  •  couples  therapy 
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individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 
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•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  Information  call  262-9116. 
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AIDS  Budget  Draws  Fire  from  Activists  &  Health  Care  Workers 

Continued from  page  1 


tion  and  education.  So  while  the 
federal  AIDS  appropriations  are 
more  than  last  year,  they’re  cer¬ 
tainly  not  enough  and  they’re  not 
being  channeled  to  the  affected 
communities  in  the  way  they 
should  be.  The  critical  challenge 
with  people  of  color  is  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  money  we  can  get 
and  begin  targetting  a  lot  more  in 
terms  of  education.” 

So  as  the  struggle  for  more  fun¬ 
ding  —  and  better  use  of  current 
funding  —  goes  on,  the  prognosis 
for  coping  with  AIDS/ARC  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  more  worrisome. 
Health  care  costs  escalate  and 
public  health  agencies  shy  away 
from  addressing  just  who  will 
shoulder  the  burden  of  medical  . 
bills  for  people  with  AIDS/ARC. 

“It’s  a  glaring  gap,”  says  Levi. 
“The  Reagan  budget  continues  to 
ignore  the  health  care  cost  issue. 
Besides  the  high  expense  of 
hospitalization,  what  happens 
when  AZT  is  licensed  [for  general 
use]  and  it  costs  $10,000  a  year  to 


RIone? 


fire  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effective 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

800-633-6969 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  tor 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also 
been  the  best  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job.  " 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston," 
Fall  1980. 
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Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
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Call  247-4361,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
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stay  on  the  drug?  Who  will  pay? 
The  private  insurance  companies 
won’t.  There  are  all  these  potential 
problems.  The  federal  government 
can  hide  from  these  issues  for  just 
so  long.” 

According  to  Levi,  the  Reagan 
Administration  won’t 

acknowledge  any  obligation  to 
provide  for  public  health  care,  nor 
to  institute  anything  resembling 
national  health  insurance.  The 
government’s  position,  coupled 
with  public  health  officials’  ap¬ 
parent  lack  of  faith  in  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  education  may  be 
limiting  sufficient  AIDS/ARC  ap¬ 
propriations.  But,  warned  Levi, 
“The  more  they  delay,  the  more 
costly  the  solution  will  be,  and  the 
more  lives  will  be  lost.” 

The  proposed  1988  AIDS 
budget  of  $534  million  must  go 
through  legislative  channels  before 
final  approval  in  the  fall.  Capitol 
Hill  lobbyists  still  hope  their  in¬ 
fluence  will  alter  the  outcome  in 
favor  of  more  AIDS  dollars, 


preferably  approaching  the  $1 
billion  mark.  In  the  absence  of  a 


Continued  from  page  6 
ever,  he  admitted  that  his  only  ob¬ 
jection  was  to  the  inclusion  of  in¬ 
formation  about  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians. 

In  his  testimony,  Vice- 
Chancellor  Gohn  attempted  to 
show  that  GLSA  has  not  been 
denied  use  of  university  facilities, 
access  to  university  personnel,  or 
to  the  electoral  process  on  campus. 
He  pointed  to  the  fact  that  a  “pro¬ 
gressive  coalition”  of  12  students 
who  supported  GLSA  had  been 
elected  to  the  senate  in  the  spring 
of  1986.  The  coalition  was 
organized  by  GLSA  member 
Laurie  Morstad  after  she  met  with 
Gohn  about  the  1985  denial  of 
funding.  Gohn  had  advised 
Morstad  to  work  on  long-term 
goals  of  changing  attitudes  in  the 
senate  and  on  campus. 

A  GLSA  member  noted,  howev- 


vaccine,  education  does  remain 
the  key  strategy  in  preventing  the 


er,  that  no  other  student  group 
had  found  it  necessary  to  run  a 
campaign  for  senate  in  order  to 
receive  funding. 

Judge  Waters  said  in  closing, 
“Surely  it’s  not  a  violation  of  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  to  deny 
funding.”  He  added  that  if  every 
student  group  which  met  criteria 
for  funding  must  receive  money, 
there  would  be  no  point  to  student 
senate.  However,  he  said  the  case 
rested  on  whether  he  could  deter¬ 
mine  that  the  student  senate  “ex- 
cercised  its  discretion  in  a 
discriminatory  way.” 

GLSA  is  not  seeking  money  in 
the  suit  but  “declaratory  and  in¬ 
junctive  relief,”  i.e.,  they  are  ask¬ 
ing  the  judge  to  say  discrimination 
did  occur  and  to  prohibit  the 
university  from  engaging  in  future 
discrimination. 


further  spread  of  AIDS/ARC. 

—  filed  from  Nashville,  TN 

Nancy  Shaw 

Continued from  page  10 
Cyrus,  also  of  the  NWSA.  “But 
this  case  shows  that  a  major  vic¬ 
tory  can  be  won  without  the  need 
to  establish  new  precedent.  The 
precedent  has  already  been  es¬ 
tablished." 

Annis  Pratt  said  she  has  seen 
women  break  down  in  the  struggle 
to  fight  for  their  rights  in 
academia,  often  suffering  physical 
illness  and  financial  loss  in  order  to 
teach  what  they  believe  in.  As  a  les¬ 
bian  and  a  radical  who  has 
brought  her  activisim  to  the  class¬ 
room,  Shaw’s  persistence  is  a  vic¬ 
tory  for  everyone  fighting  political 
repression  and  threats  to  academic 
freedom.  “She’s  feisty,”  said 
Pratt.  “Nancy  Shaw  is  a  real 
hero.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Computer  Color  Matching 
Comes  to 
Dickson’s! 


A  complete  palette  of  paint 
for  architects  and  designers. 


Dickson  Bros,  announces  its  new  MatchMaker 
system,  a  computer  color  scanning  unit 
that  matches  paint  color  to  anything: 
paint  chips,  tile,  tabnc,  wallpaper,  any 
solid  color  .  as  small  as  a  thumbnail 
Our  expert  stall  will  give  you  an  accurate 
paint  formula  in  seconds  for  quality  Pratt  &  Lambert 
interior  or  exterior  paint. 

It’s  accurate.  It’s  tree.  It’s  a  match  made  in 
Dickson.  fdmS) 


Dickson  Bros.  Co. 

26  Brattle  St.  •  Cambndge  •  876-6760 

Validated  parking  at  University  Place. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 


HEALTH  CENTER 


Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

/ c>,  HIV  Education  and  Testing  Program  • 
^  General  Medicine  •  Women’s  Health  • 
'jfy  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 
Nutrition  •  Dermatology  • 
Geriatrics  •  Podiatry 

16HavilandSt  •  Boston  •  267-7573 

by  appointment  only 


634  MASS.  AVE.;  CAMBRIDGE 
491-4110 


PRINTING 
TYPESETTING 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


LET  US  HELP 
YOU  PREPARE 
RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice.  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

Employment 

'Family  Law 

'Discrimination 

'Real  Estate  Transfers 

'Unemployment 

'Consumer/Small 

'Worker's  Comp. 

Business 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
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John  P.  Ward, 
Janice  Platner, 
Gerry 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


David  R.  Lund 
Barbara  J.  Macy 
Azzata 

•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•  Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
61 7-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 
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WALK  IN  OR  BY  APPOINTMENT  TEL  338-9641 


VINNIE’S  BARBER  SHOP 


M  -  F.  8:30  -  5:30 
SAT.  8:30  -  2:30 
ED  ROBICHAUD 
MANAGER 


86  BERKLEY  ST. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


$2  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD 
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Newburyport  —  North  Shore 

Women’s  Counseling  &  Family  Services  I 

an  affirmative  counseling  service  for 
lesbians  &  gay  men,  their  partners  &  families, 


0  neg 


The  Professional  Building 
Forrester  Street 
Newburyport,  MA  01950 

negotiable  fees  617/465-1061  insurance  accepted 
EOZ=8=f»l 


Elizabeth  Fragola,  LICSW 
Sarah  F.  Pearlman,  LCSW 
Cynthia  Scheuer,  Ph.D. 
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Relationships  Can  Be  Confusing 

when  intimacy  frightens  you. .  .when  you’re  not 
sure  if  you’re  in  love. .  .when  you  don’t  feel 
desirable. .  .when  you’re  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 

Help  is  available.  •- 


South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston  • 

437-9643 
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On  Being  Cozy  with  Mister  Right 
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gym,  eat  better,  feel  better,  live 
better.  But  such  is  the  stuff  of  fan¬ 
tasy,  which  is  healthy. 

Or  is  it?  While  wading  through  a 
stack  of  old  magazines  the  other 
day  1  came  across  a  Psychology 
Today  study  which  surveyed  gay 
couples.  All  those  interviewed  at 
the  time  were,  as  they  say  in  news¬ 
papers,  “happily  married”;  in 
fact,  the  respondents  were  inter¬ 
viewed  with  their  partners  present. 
Reading  between  the  lines,  it’s  not 
hard  to  infer  that  those  who  chose 
to  fill  our  the  various  question¬ 
naires  were  of  the  marryin’  kind. 
And  these  are  the  results  they  came 
up  with:  the  average  male  relation¬ 
ship  lasted  six  months,  while  les¬ 
bian  relationships  endured  about 
two-and-a-half  years. 


Relationships  based  on  fear 

Lying  just  beneath  that  article 
was  another  that  appeared  shortly 
before  this  country  really  started 
taking  AIDS  seriously.  In  it,  a 
prominent  doctor,  himself  gay, 
attributed  this  “plague”  to  “ram¬ 
pant  promiscuity”  among  gay 
men.  He  warned  that  a  change  in 
lifestyle  would  be  necessary  lest  the 
gay  male  population  (among 
others,  I  might  add)  succumb  to 
this  deadly  virus  in  vast  numbers. 
He  urged  “safe  sex”  and 
monogamy. 

Under  this  cheerful  clipping  was 
yet  another  article  (I  was  going 
through  a  paper  mountain  I  have 
labeled  “Gay  Studies”)  written  by 
an  Advocate  columnist  who  ex¬ 
plained  why  he  was  sticking  with 
the  lover  he  had.  He  admitted  that 
were  there  not  so  many  men  dying 
from  AIDS,  he  probably  would 
have  left  his  lover  long  ago  for 
greener  pastures. 

From  where  I  sit,  in  a  bedroom  I 
share  with  my  partner,  it  would 
seem  that  people  are  doing  what  I 
would  consider  the  right  things  for 
the  wrong  reasons.  Any  relation¬ 
ship  has  its  ups  and  downs,  any 
sharing  of  feelings  has  its  advan¬ 
tages  and  disadvantages.  I  have 
long  felt  that  it  is  better  to  have 
loved,  really  loved,  and  lost,  than 
to  have  never  loved  at  all.  But 
heavy  doses  of  psychology,  philo¬ 
sophy  and,  yes,  even  a  theology 
class  or  two,  instill  a  belief  that  any 
meaningful  union  must  be  based 
on  trust  and  caring  and  affection. 
And  sexual  attraction,  although 
they  seldom  mention  that  in  In¬ 
troduction  to  Western  Philoso¬ 
phy.  A  relationship  based  on  fear 
(that  you  might  catch  AIDS)  and 
mistrust  (that  your  partner  might 
be  carrying  it,  or  the  next  person 
you  sleep  with  might)  is  probably 
doomed  from  the  start.  Making  do 


with  someone  just  because  he,  or 
she,  seems  to  have  led  a  relatively 
clean  life  and  doesn’t  practice  cer¬ 
tain  sexual  acts,  seems  to  be  almost 
a  mockery.  Gay  people,  men  espec¬ 
ially,  may  be  turning  more  and 
more  toward  monogamy  as  a 
“viable”  lifestyle,  but  in  this  cozy 
room,  surrounded  by  an  unmade 
bed  and  clothes  which  may  or  may 
not  be  mine,  several  other  reasons 
for  coupling  up  come  to  mind. 

In  the  first  place,  people  think 
things  and  say  things  right  after 
“the  act,”  for  example,  that 
should  be  said  but  might  never  be 
divulged  to  even  the  closest 
relative  or  friend.  A  partner 
also,  hopefully,  be  truste 
fully  than  any  other  perso 
lives.  Our  courts  recogni; 
refusing  to 

ify  against  his  Or  her  spouse, 
sanctity  of  tlte  hotni 
they  mean  the  coupf!; 

In  another  way,  a  partner 
reaffirm  our  identities  for  us, 
way  no  other  person  cans**! 
all,  this  partner,  this  man  ^ 
with  every  night,  chose  me  otJ(t~m 
all  the  gay  men  in  our  area.  Our  some  mopi 
relationship  is  such,  I  believe,  that  /'  overs.  I 
he  would  never 

something  I  cannot  say 


company  of  that  other.  It  is  also 
always  nice  to  have  a  decision  reaf¬ 
firmed  by  someone  else,  and  I’m 
pleased  when,  after  a  perfunctory 
remark  or  two,  callers  naturally  in¬ 
quire  about  the  health  and  well¬ 
being  of  my  “other  half.” 


on  something  about  which  we 
don’t  see  eye  to  eye,  but  fortunate¬ 
ly  neither  do  we  see  fist  to  fist.  And 
although  we  do  live  together,  we 
are  by  no  means  playacting  some 
mock  version  of  a  “straight”  mar¬ 
riage.  I  suppose  what  we  are  doing 


are  blessedly  free  of  pig-headed 
preconceptions  that  can  leave  both 
partners  bitter  and  resentful.  It 
would  be  absurd,  for  example,  to 
demand  of  my  lover  that  dinner  be 
on  the  table  when  I  get  home  mere¬ 
ly  because  he  gets  home  first;  it 


I  think  the  phrase  6 'There's  someone  for  everyone ” 
is  inscribed  in  Latin  on  the  reverse  of  dollar  bills . 


For  those  of  you  on  the  verge  of 
vomiting  at  this  cozy  description 
of  la  vie  en  rose  bourgeoise,  I 
sjhould  probably  point  out  some 
more  down  to  earth,  quantifiable 
advantages  of  taking  and  holding. 
HVt&y'lpry  first  place,  I  submit 
y  adults  have  to  get  it 
ontewhere,.  and  if  this  is  so  the 


ingle  has  two  o 
front  of  the  VCR. 
a  night  spent  in  p 
rljHndtj,  _ 
Since  committi 


:  a  night  in 
agazine,  or 
of  someone 


around, 


such,  1  believe,  tnat  /  overs,  x  enu 
:r  knowingly  lie  to  since  this  ap 
I  cannot  say  about  be  a  home, 


me, 

well-meaning  relatives  and  friends, 
no  matter  how  close  they  are.  And 
it  is  only  natural  to  rely  on  a  part¬ 
ner  for  things  we  need.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  I  am  not  at  work  today 
because  I  am  supposedly  recover^ 
ing  from  minor  surgery.  I’m  alittle 
old  to  be  asking  my  rnqthteT0r  a 
ride  to  the  hospital,  and  sij 
surgery  involved  several  j 
various  St.  Elsewhere  typ^i,  it  re¬ 
quired  a  time  commitment  I  could 
not  very  well  ask  of  even  my 
closest  friends.  No,  far  more 
naturally  I  relied  on  my  partner  to 
dig  out  his  car  and  schlep  me  the 
thirty  or  so  miles  it  took  to  get  me 
back  to  health. 


No  perfect  people 

Coupledom  also  teaches  you 
things  and  makes  you  see  things  in 
a  different  light.  If  you  are  single, 
even  if  you  don’t  exactly  swing, 
you  possess  a  personal  freedom 
that  is  crushing  at  times.  Week¬ 
ends,  for  example,  can  drag  on 
mercilessly.  After  the  errands  are 
run  and  the  friends  have  visited, 
the  choice  of  which  bar  to  hole  up 
in  for  the  night  takes  on  a  small 
significance.  And  where  once  it 
seemed  to  me  that  to  decline  an  in¬ 
vitation  anywhere  would  be  a  sin 
against  my  nightlife  code,  I  realize 
now  that  curling  up  with  even  a 
mediocre  book  or  watching  a 
third-rate  sitcom  on  TV  can  be 
pleasant  so  long  as  it  is  done  in  the 


to  my  guy,  I 
a  ldt  less  running 
saving  myself 
andljuiteh  few  hang- 
ertain  at  home  more, 
artment  now  seems  to 
an d  find  it  easier  to 
friends 
he  ones 
s,  therefore, 
univer- 
two  can  live 
as  one  if  you  use 
.  ^ucts,  especially  if 

.  you’re  thgisatne  sex.  You  can  take 
advantage  of jbtnk  purchases.  You 
can  trade  laundry  duty.  You  only 
have  to  cle&h  the  bathroom  half  as 
much  if  you  and  your  mate  can 
decide  on  a  mutually  acceptable 
standard  of  hygiene.  You  can  dou¬ 
ble  your  wardrobe  if  you  get  in 
with  a  sharer  who’s  about  your 
size  (and  I  came  across  another 
enlightening  study  which  found 
that  most  same-sex  couples  do 
tend  to  go  for  people  with  their 
same  general  build). 

The  downside?  There  are  no 
perfect  people.  A  match  between 
two  people  must  necessarily  in¬ 
volve  heavy  doses  of  accomoda¬ 
tion  and  patience  with  what  we 
might  see  as  flaws  and  weaknesses. 
But  this  acceptance  can  also,  I 
believe,  become  a  personal 
strength .  Making  a  commitment  to 
one  person  and  realizing  that,  as  a 
mortal,  he  or  she  has  faults  we  can¬ 
not  change  naturally  leads  us,  I 
believe,  to  be  more  accepting  and 
receptive  to  the  world  around  us 
and,  inevitably,  makes  us  more  ac¬ 
cepting  of  our  own  flaws. 

Are  my  lover  an  I  deliriously 
happy?  Far  from  it.  I  would  guess 
about  twice  a  month  we  stumble 


is  what  most  people,  gay  and 
otherwise,  would  secretly  like  to 
achieve:  we  are  actively  blurring 
the  line  which,  for  generations, 
has  held  back  people  who  should 
have  known  better.  You  see,  I 
don’t  feel  any  less  male  when  I’m 
up  to  my  elbows  in  dirty  dishes  and 
chipping  away  a  pool  of  cheese 
sauce  which  has  inexplicably 
turned  to  cement;  neither  do  I  nec¬ 
essarily  feel  any  more  male  by  re¬ 
arranging  heavy  furniture  or 
shoveling  out  the  car. 

Blessedly  free 

of  pig-headed  preconceptions 

Same  sex  couples,  I  believe,  can 
truly  come  to  that  point  of  sharing 
where  “sex  roles”  are  an  abstrac¬ 
tion.  While  other  couples  are  out 
there  holding  down  jobs,  caring 
for  children  and  arguing  about 
who’s  making  dinner  and  where  to 
spend  the  holidays,  gay  couples 


would  be  equally  absurd  to  pre¬ 
suppose  that  I  should  make  the 
meals  and  clean  the  house  because 
I  make  less  money  than  he  does 
and,  for  the  moment,  work  at  a 
mere  job  while  he  has  a  “career.” 

I  am  not  so  naive  that  I  believe 
everything  is  rosy  when  you  find 
that  special  person.  Let’s  face  it, 
here  and  now,  in  the  U.  S.  in  the 
’80s,  there  are  probably  ten  forces 
working  against  enjoying  a  mean¬ 
ingful  gay  relationship  for  every 
tendency  working  for  such  a 
union.  However,  the  purpose  of 
this  piece  is  to  remind  readers  that 
a  relationship  can  be  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  a  more  meaningful  life  for 
both  people  involved.  Now  that 
things  look  gray  and  dismal  (here 
in  Boston  at  least)  and  post- 
Memoral  Day  fun  in  the  sun  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  life-time  away,  St. 
Valentine’s  Day  is  right  around  the 
corner. 


On  Pre-Meditated  Sex  vs. 
Making  Love 

Continued  from  page  7 


and  emotional,  involved  in  any 
sexual  relationship  and  had  not 
relied  on  such  a  simplistic  solution 
to  our  sexual  woes.  The  constant 
sell  of  casual  sex  had  the  effect  of 
divorcing  sexuality  completely 
from  emotion,  leaving  me  wanting 
something  a  little  more  profound 
—  or  at  least  instructional  —  from 
the  evening. 

At  the  end  of  the  lecture  Loulan 
had  us  all  take  part  in  an  exercise 
(reminiscent  of  the  ’70s  get-in- 
touch-with-your-feelings  move¬ 
ment)  in  which  we  were  told  to 
find  the  “little  girl  with  the  broken 
heart”  inside  of  us  (the  one  who 
got  stomped  on  as  a  child)  and  tell 
her  it’s  okay  to  be  afraid.  There  is 
nothing  too  objectionable  about 
this  procedure  in  general  (aside 
from  resulting  boredom).  In  this 
case,  however,  Loulan  started  out 
by  singling  out  all  of  the  incest  sur¬ 
vivors  in  the  audience  (by  her 
estimate  38%  of  those  present) 
and  addressed  them  first,  a 


measure  I  felt  was  inappropriate 
and  almost  stigmatizing  especially 
given  the  overall  light  tone  of  the 
lecture  up  until  this  point. 
Loulan’s  handling  of  the  incest 
issue  was  not  as  careful  as  I  would 
have  expected  given  her 
background  as  a  therapist.  Her  at¬ 
tempt  to  be  doctor  to  all  of  these 
women  at  one  time,  lumping  them 
into  a  separate  “special”  category 
despite  their  differences,  had  an 
unsettling  effect  on  me. 

Loulan  should  be  commended 
on  her  openness  and  willingness  to 
talk  about  sex  and  for  treating  les¬ 
bian  sexuality  with  honesty  and 
humor,  a  relatively  new,  self- 
affirming  approach  that  was  for 
the  most  part  happily  received.  I 
suspect  however,  that  those  in  the 
audience  who  were  incest  survivors 
and  those  who  have  a  hard  time 
making  the  distinction  between 
having  sex  and  making  love  may 
have  left  the  lecture  slightly  mud¬ 
dled  and  frustrated,  if  not  angry. 


I'm  a  Black  female,  27,  and  would  like 
to  write  a  woman.  I  like  having  all 
types  of  fun  and  enjoy  dancing,  swim¬ 
ming  and  roller  skating.  Patricia 
I  RIGGINS,  6959,  PO  Box  180,  Muncy 
PA  17756.  _ _ 

I  am  a  LF,  attractive,  single,  looking 
for  a  meaningful  relationship  with  a 
woman.  I  cannot  correspond  with 
other  prisoners.  Please  write.  Susan 
COSTAS,  Box  99,  Framingham  MA 
01701. 

I  aaaatoaiaooaia 

-  PRISONERS'  RIGHTS  READING  - 
The  following  are  available  from 
I  the  ACLU  National  Prison  Project, 

1 1616  P  St.  NW,  Washington  DC  20036: 

]  •  JOURNAL  —  excellent  stories  on 
I  current  state  of  prisoners  rights  bat- 
Itles  by  ACLU,  $2  per  year.  4  Issues; 

1  •  Offender  Rights  Litigation  —  by 
iBronstein;  chapter  on  prisoner  rights 
I  movement  and  the  state  of  the  law 
Ion  certain  issues;  $2.50 
1  •  NPP  Status  Report  —  34  states  are 
loperating  their  prisons  under  court 
lorders  (i.e.  ILLEGALLY!)  because  of 
[violations  of  prisoners'  rights  (esp 
■  overcrowding  and  cruel  and 
|unusual  punishment)  Details  are 
here.  $3.  -  _ 


7.  W 


Seeking  correspondence  with  caring 
gay  people  (male  or  female)  of  any 
age.  Love  to  write.  I  am  now  writing  a 
book.  Sorry  can't  write  other  inmates. 
Nathaniel  BARNES,  136238  (G-1-232), 
1000  St.Clair  Rd,  Springville  AL  35146. 


I'm  interested  in  corresponding  with 
any  and  all  effeminate  males  who  are 
pretty  and  sissyfied.  It  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference  whether  they're  in  prison.  I’m 
a  tall,  black,  handsome,  muscular 
male.  Lester  WOOTEN,  D-38174,  Box 
4000  CMF  So.,  Vacaville  CA  95696 


Maybe  some  of  your  readers  can 
relate  to  my  feeling  lonely  and  will  be 
kind  enough  to  be  a  friend  to  a 
stranger.  I  need  someone  to  talk  to 
me  through  this  dark,  dolorous  state 
of  self-loneliness.  Please  write  Terry 
Lee  SMITH,  13032,  Box  607,  Carson 
City  NV  89702  _ 

I  just  saw  my  first  copy  of  your  paper 
and  I'm  interested  in  being  placed  on 
your  mailing  list  and  having  a  penpal. 
Douglas  BENCH,  382065A,  Rt  2  Box 
20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

|tO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OfI 

Iprison  fight  against  their  bondage| 

I  Alexander  BerVman,  Prison  Momoirs  of 

I  *  n*fchist).  . 

To  keep  from  feeling  like 
I  you’re  the  WORST,  you  look 
down  on  somebody  else.  This  is 
the  way  a  FEW  guards  can  keep 
control  over  MANY  prisoners; 
keep  you  fighting  among 
lyourelves  and  feeling  bad  about 
I  yourselves. 

1  Hows  about  saying  what  you 
think  about  this  so  we  can  put 
something  the  “Freedom’s  Just” 

I  column.  Thanks. 


WL 


H.D.  Hay  &  Sam  Jackson,  because  of  I 
their  multiracial  association! 
assisting  other  prisoners  with  theirl 
lawsuits  against  TEXAS  D.  of  C.,  have! 
been  abusively  strip  searched  and! 
would  like  info  from  other  Texas! 
prisoners  who  have  been  mistreated! 
for  a  suit  they  are  filing.  (Darrell  isl 
also  looking  for  a  penpal!)  Please! 
write  H.  Darrell  HAY,  263672,  Rt  2  Box| 
250  Beto  II,  Palestine  TX  75601. 


There  are  LOTS  more  poor  peo¬ 
ple  than  rich  people.  To  keep  the  I 
poor  people  from  demanding  | 
their  share,  the  society  makes 
them  feel  bad  about  themselves,  I 
so  they  don’t  feel  that  they 
DESERVE  to  have  more. 

The  same  is  true  for  prisons. 
There  are  LOTS  more  prisoners 
than  guards  and  to  keep  you  all 
“in  line”  they  use  these  feelings 
you  bring  in  with  you  from  the 
outside  and  make  them 
stronger:  blacks  against  whites 
against  hispanics,  straits 
against  gays,  old  against  young, 
“ugly”  against  “pretty”,  etc  etc  | 
etc. 


Recent  cases  have  made  available  to 
FEDERAL  prisoners  the  right  to  a  re- 1 
sentencing  On  some  instances)  if  fac- 1 
tual  inaccuracies  appear  in  their  pre-l 
sentence  investigation  reports  (PSI).| 
A  copy  of  info  on  this  is  available  | 
from  GCN.  Write  if  Interested. 


I  New  to  thelifeandstrugglinglirn 
Iterested  in  soaps,  reading  and  soft-j 
I  ball.  Would  like  to  write  someone  fori 
(conversation.  Chris  KUNAPisJ 
1 174457,  2400  S.  Sheridan,  Muskegon 
IMI  49442. _ 

■  Mail  here  is  like  GOLD  and  it's  no  fun. 
Ito  write  someone  (another  prisoner! 
Ifor  example,  who  has  a  penpal  ad  ini 
Ithe  paper)  and  get  no  response.  Why| 
Ido  people  put  ads  in  if  they  don't  want! 
Ito  write?  Anyway  I  love  your  paper! 
land  if  you  know  of  anybody  looklngl 
■for  a  penpal,  let  me  know,  (also! 

■  please  send  some  Info  on  AIDS;  they  I 
Itry  to  keep  us  in  the  dark  in  here).[ 
I  John  SULLIVAN,  154583,  Box  7| 
1(20-558),  Moberly  MO  65270, 


[Slim  but  tall  male  looking  to  meet] 
friends  that  are  gay  or  transsexual.  I 
I’m  a  hair  stylist  and  have  many  in- 1 
terests.  Tom  (“Dino”)  KACMAR, 
B-078188  (404),  PO  Box  1500,  Cross  | 
City  FL  32628 _ 

I  enjoy  a  diverse  range  of  social  ac-| 
tivities.  I'm  generous  &  honest,  you're  I 
I  hairy,  very  hairy,  beard  or  clean! 
[shaven,  masculine.  Please  respond! 
with  photo.  Mark  GREENE,  155942, | 
[box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 

1 30  yr  old  well  hung  male  with  pretty, I 

I  sparkling  (in  the  dark)  green  eyes,  likel 
| nude  swimming,  backpacking,  CW| 
|  music,  stamp  collecting,  would  like  tol 
hear  from  someone.  Jeffrey  J.  LACEY, I 
1 730013  (F-8  S  wing),  PO  Box  520  | 
Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 

It  appears  that  our  building  has 
been  sold  and  the  new  owners 
want  to  tear  it  down  as  soon  as 
possiblE.  Please  consider  all 
the  ways  you  could  help:  Help 
us  search  for  possible  spaces 
available  immediately.  Spaces 
should  have  2000  sq.  ft.  or  so  of 
floor  space,  be  reasonably  near 
public  transportation  and  not 
cost  more  than  $1000  per 
month.  Consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  in¬ 
evitable  moving  costs.  Be 
prepared  to  come  by  a  few  times 
to  lend  a  hand  packing  boxes. 
Call  us-we  have  many  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  its  membership. 
We  look  to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE 
folks  at  426-4469.  (C) 


PERSONALS 


LIKE  OLD  MOVIES? 

Me  too!  Intelligent,  feminine  GWF 
seeks  same  to  explore  Boston  and  ex¬ 
perience  life.  Professional  non-butch 
30  yrs  +  .  No  drugs,  non  smoker.  Write 
and  tell  me  about  yourself  if  you  would 
like  to  meet  a  sensitive  humorous  LF. 
Box  174. _ (30) 

BRIDGE  ANYONE? 

GM  &  GF  looking  for  bridge  partners  for 
non-competitive  game.  We'd  like  it  to 
become  regular  (weekly?)  event.  Call 
John  676-4944  /  Sally,  739-5121.  (30) 

GWM  26  6'  husky  handsome  &  sen¬ 
sitive  seeks  warmhearted,  dependable 
buddy  for  loyal  longterm  involvement. 
Call  Mike  at:  (617-774-1254)  or  write  to 
Mike  PO  Box  414  Topsfield,  MA 
01983. _ (30) 

HAVE  A  HEART!  GIVE  $1 
to  Guatemalan  refugees.  Send  to 
CASA-Guatemala  Committee.  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (29) 

LET'S  DO  CONCERTS,  ETC. 

1  am  a  baby  dyke,  23.  I  am  in  the 

military.  Am  into  cleanliness  of  mind 
and  body.  Am  into  Lesbian-feminist- 
softrock-gospel-reagae-country  music. 
Am  into  healthy  body  and  food.  Am  into 
working  very  hard  to  get  what  I  want.  I 
am  supposedly  pretty  but  I  feel  that 
beautiful  people  are  often  too  vain.  I 
value  what,  people  have  to  say  and -to 
share  with  others.  I  am  looking  for  so¬ 
meone  who  has  been  around  the  block 
a  few  times  and  who  has  some  kind  of 
opinion  and  something  to  say  about 
life.  Let's  go  to  Holly  Near  concert  on 
Feb.  14  or  to  any  of  the  YWCA  Allegra 
coffeehouse  functions.  Am  open  to 
suggestions.  Absoutely  no  drugs, 
alcohol,  tobacco.  Call  491-6050.  Leave 
message  for  room  418. _ (30) 

TO  MY  WONDERFULL  WOOMEE: 
Thanks  to  the  great  goddess  for  Augi’s 

2  for  1  where  I  got  3  and  we're  going  on 

4.  You  are  right,  I  have  no  regret,  and  all 
our  youthful  dreams  are  being  met.  Lov¬ 
ing  you  and  leslie.  Happy  Valentines 

Day  143,  Deb. _ (29) 

LOVING  RESP  WOMAN 
Human  serv  prof  27,  warm  romantic 
seeks  woman  30-40  to  share  joy  of  liv¬ 
ing,  art,  music,  dance,  travel,  monog, 
long  term  relat,  no  drugs.  Metro  west. 
Box  173.  _ (32) 

26  year  old  Polish  GM  seeks  friends 

and  correspondents.  Likes  theatre, 
opera,  cinema,  music  &  travel.  Write 
Marek  Wyloga,  Skrytka,  Polzt142, 
00-953  Warszawa,  Poland.  _  (29) 

GEORGE 

Happy  Valentines  Day!  (Remember 
Cape  Cod)  B.D  +  G.A.  TLA  (My  ONE 
TRUE  LOVE)  I  love  you  always.  Your 
"fluffy-pillow"  and  Santa  Bob. _ (29) 

MON'S  APPLE  PIE 

Thats  the  publication  of  th  Lesbian 
Mothers  Natinal  Defense  Fund.To 
become  a  supporter  or  to  subscribe, 
please  write  LMNDF,  P.O.Box  21567, 
Seattle  WA  981 11.  (29) 

NEWLY  MOVED  TO  SOUTHERN  NH 
LF  37  yrs  would  like  to  meet  similar 
others-just  friends  for  now.  I’m  fat,  just 
out  of  a  long  relationship,  and  feel  very 
isolated  in  this  area  at  a  time  when  I 
need  people  most!  Lk  the  outdoors, 
animals,  no  drugs.  Even  penpals  would 
help!  192  Bypass  28-Box  104  Derry,  NH 
03038.  _ (32) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
$75  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238. _ (38) 

ARE  YOU  OUT  THERE? 

Attr.  intell-LF  25  with  good  sense  of 
humor  &  a  variety  of  interests  incl 
athletics,  the  theater,  dancing,  music  & 
brunch  at  the  S  +  S.  Looking  for  an  in- 
tell  woman  with  similar  interests  who  is 
honest,  caring  and  ready  to  make  a 
commitment  to  the  right  woman.  No 
smokers  please.  Box  170. _ (30) 

NEVER  ENOUGH  FRIENDS 
Prof  LF  seeks  friends  only  to  share 
life's  mysteries.  To  dine  &  wine  $ 
discuss  trivial  &  resolute  issues;  see 
films,  x-c  ski,  walks,  exchange  ideas  & 
experiences.  To  learn  new  things.  Look¬ 
ing  for  serious  friendships-not  partners. 
Greater  Boston.  Box  171. _ (29) 


PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women's  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace-  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037. _ (40) 

MAKING  GOOD  MUSIC 
I  am  a  singer.  I  enjoy  performing 
various  kinds  of  music.  I  especially  en¬ 
joy  belting  out  an  old  ballad  like  "My 
Man"  or  sweetly  crooning  "Danny 
Boy”.  I'm  looking  for  instrumentalists 
interested  in  forming  a  gig.  Please 
write  and/or  leave  your  no.  We'll 
discuss  possibilities.Steve,  Box167.(29) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 

THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven’t  called  BUDDIES  ! 
BUDDIES-  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service  with  the  largest  gay 
clientelle  in  N.E.  Call  (603)  880-7625.(32) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area. 
Call  (603)  882-6670. _ (32) 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 
a  book  by  Louise  Delaria 
Teaches  you  to  read  hands  (palmistry). 
Whole-person  viewpoint,  feminist 
orientation.  Call  395-4819  for  info.  (28) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K 

I  love  you  like  a  rock,  like  a  breath,  both 
firm  and  unshakable  and  soft  and 
splendid. _ (29) 

Butch  sks  fem-Boston  area.  GWF,  attr, 
tall,  semi-husky  sks  same.  I'm  semi- 
butch,  passive  quiet  &  caring.  Sk  semi- 
fem/fem  who's  outgoing,  possisive, 
aggr,  &  will  keep  me  busy.  Sk  compa¬ 
nion,  friend  &  ?  No  drugs,  smokers  ok, 
photo.  PO  Box  74  Revere,  MA  02151. 

_ _ Li?) 

SOFT  SOBEWBUTCH 

Wanted  by  LF  seml-fem  (34).  I  live  in 
Amherst  area,  looking  for  intelligent 
fun  lesbian.  Photo  w  letter  would  be 
great.  Not  necessary.  Box  175. _ (29) 


HELP  WANTED 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Woman  needed  Mon  8:30  am  through 
Fri  8:30  am.  4  days,  $300  clear.  Personal 
care  for  disabled  Lesbian  art  therapist. 
$140  clear  for  48  hr  shift/$210  clear  for 
72  hr  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2  or  3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are  able  to 
lift  110  lbs,  are  a  light  sleeper,  non 
smoker,  reponsible  and  able  to  follow 
directions,  and  are  interested  in  learn¬ 
ing  new  skills,  please  call  Connie  Pan- 
zarino  at  524-0921. _ (30) 

LADYSLIPPER  JOB  OPENING 

Exciting  opportunity  at  Ladyslipper  for 
someone  with  management  &  business 
skills  &  experience,  knowledge  &  love 
of  women’s  music;  &  dedication  to 
women’s  culture.  Salary  neg.  Send 
resume  ASAP.  Attn:  Personnel, 
Ladyslipper,  PO  Box  3124.  Durham,  NC 
27705.  (31) 


NEWS  REPORTER  > 
Bay  Windows 

Join  us  in  our  expansion.  We  are 
seeking  a  full-time  reporter  to 
cover  the  fast-breaking  news  of 
our  community.  Previous  experi¬ 
ence  helpful,  a  working  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  metro  Boston  gay / 
lesbian  community  a  must.  Good 
writing  &  communication  skills, 
ability  to  meet  deadlines  essen¬ 
tial.  Flexibility,  enthusiasm  &  a 
sense  of  humor  helpful.  If  you 
are  a  self-starter  looking  for  a 
great  place  to  grow  profession¬ 
ally,  join  us.  Salary  commensur¬ 
ate  with  experience  plus  benefits. 
To  schedule  an  apppointment, 
call;  James  Hoover,  Publisher, 
.266-6670,  , 

\^an  equal  opportunity  employer. / 


HELP  WANTED _ 

GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION 
MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER,  and  an 
ART  DIRECTOR,  beginning  3/87.  and  a 
FEATURES  EDITOR,  beginning  4/87. 
Circulation  Manager/Staff  Writer. 
Research  and  write  news  stories  of  int 
to  nat'l  readership.  Coordinate  wkly 
mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process 
subs  and  renewals.  Requires  writing 
skills  +  abil  to  work  w/deadlines,  in¬ 
terpersonal,  org  &  recordkeeping  skills. 
Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  com¬ 
puters  helpful.  Application  deadline : 
February  28. 

Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Application 
deadline:  February  28. 

FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages; 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 
Salaries  and  benefits  $180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks’  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

MANAGEMENT/FINANCE 

Management/Finance.  Opening  for 
Loan  Officer  at  nonprofit  lending  in¬ 
stitution  which  lends  to  worker-owned 
businesses.  Applicants  with  MBA  or 
equivalent  and  2  years’  lending  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Write  by  February 
27,  ICA/RLF,  58  Day  Streer,  Suite  2000, 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  EOE.  (30) 


HELP  WANTED 

BOOKKEEPER  OR  ACCOUNTANT 

GCN  is  in  dire  need  of  a  volunteer  book¬ 
keeper  or  accountant  to  help  us 
organize  past  tax  records.  About  20-30 
hours  of  work.  Some  advertising  credit 
may  be  arranged.  Your  time  will  be 
much  appreciated  by  us  all.  Call  Laurie 
at  GCN  for  more  info.  426-4469.  (29) 

LOBBYIST 

Massachusetts  Gay/Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  seeks  articulate,  personable, 
self-motivated  individual  to  lobby  state 
legislature  for  Gay  Rights  Bill  and 
related  legislation.  $20-25K.  Resumes: 
P.O.  Box  8,  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA 
02123. _ (29) 

ESCORTS  WANTED 

Good-looking  personable  guys  wanted 
for  exclusive  bodyrub  or  escort  service. 
Call  Cliff  437-0711.  (32) 


HELP  WANTED 

FT  certified/MT/multitech  for  feminist 
health  Ctr  offering  well-woman  gyn  & 
first  trimester  abortion  services.  Days 
only.  Good  benefits.  Send  resume  by 
Feb.  1  to  O  &  P  FHC-P,  232  Court  St, 
Portsmouth  NH  03801. _ (29) 

SOJOURNER  EDITORIAL  JOBS 
Nat’l.  feninist  newspaper  sks  2 
dynamic  editors.  Edit/plan  monthly 
issues,  oversee  production,  finances, 
fundraising,  subscription  campaigns, 
coordinate  staff.  Women  of  color  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  $20,000.  Send 
resume,  writing  samples,  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  by  Feb.  23  to:  Search  Committee, 
Sojourner,  143  Albany  St.  Camb.  MA 
02139. _ (30) 

SOJOURNER  ADVERTISING  REP 
If  you're  assertive,  well-organized  & 
committed  to  feminism,  join  our  team 
pt  (24  hrs  Viwk,  flexible.)  $7  to  start,  full 
health  ins.  Send  resume/letter  by  Feb 
10  to  SOJOURNER,  143  Albany  ST, 
Camb.,  MA  02139. _ (30) 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT/ 

COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

Work  with  Exec.  Dir.  to  manage  budget,  prepare  reports  and  other  written 
materials,  supervise  interns  and  coordinate  community  outreach.  Required: 
2-3  yrs.'  adm.  exp.,  BA/BS  or  equivalent,  excellent  written  communication 
skills,  effective  supervisory  and  typing  skills,  capacity  to  learn  W/P,  Boston 
residency.  Bilingual  and  community  affairs  skills  preferred  Salary:  low  $20's 
Deadline:  2/13/87. 

To  apply,  send  resume  to:  Frederick  Mandel,  Boston  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission,  City  Hall  Plaza,  Room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201.  725-3562. 


The  City  of  Boston  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


'PS  AOVSG’S  mo'pt'7% 

For  the  month  of  February,  GCN  wants 
to  help  you  send  a  message  to  those  you 
love. 

For  a  limited  time,  all  personals  have 
been  reduced  to  $2.00  per  insert  (for 
the  first  4  lines  oply) 

>  4  <■>';  ‘  1  .T^his  offer  is  good  only  j,r, ,.  f)1.  itl  ,i.1. 

for  personal  ads.  All 
other  charges  (box 
numbers,  additional 
lines,  etc.jremain  the 
same. 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


.  APT.. 
ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can  t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  =  _ 

15%  =  _ 

20%  =  _ 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks. _ -Xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


■ 

1 

I 

rfl 
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TRY  GCN  s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

PORTSMOUTH 

Prof  LF  30  (sign  Cancer)  +  3  top  breed 
cats  sek  LF/F  30+  (possibly  pices  to 
share  warm  3rd  fl  2bdr  apt  w/fireplaces 
+  porch.  $350+  includes  heat.  Please 
no  smoke/drugs/alc  and  no  more  pets. 
Available  immediately.  Call  (603) 
436-3537. _ (30) 

Dorchester:  GM  to  share  large  attrac¬ 
tive,  &  too-empty  apt.  w/d,  porch.  $275. 
282-9837. _ (30) 

VISIT  ROXBURY,  THEN  DECIDE 
Rmmts  wanted  to  share  compl.  renov 
\?ict.  w/yds.  Fort  Hill/Kittridge  Sq  few 
min/wk  to  new  Orange  line.  No  pets / 
smokers.  Call  Peter  445-4731  for  more 
info.  $325/mo  incl  heat. _ (30) 

We  are  interested  in  establishing  an  all 
female  household.  Anyone  sharing  this 
interest  please  contact  566-1345.  (30) 

WATERTOWN 

3  Independent,  friendly,  fun  &  responsi¬ 
ble  LFs  seek  4th  for  1st  floor  of  house. 
$212.50  +  V4  of  utils.  Avail  3/1/87.  Call 
926-9046.  For  details.  No  ans,  leave 
message. _ (31) 

LF  seeks  to  share  renov  3  bd  rm  apt 
(porch  &  yard)  near  T,  on  St  pking.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Seek  respon,  clean,  humored 
indiv.  Call  Darci  at  625-8573  or  Iv  msg. 
March  1  or  before. _ (30) 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  JP  apt.  Women's 
house,  work  cooperatively,  have  pets, 
wood  stove,  w/d.  $200  &  util.  Non¬ 
smoke  drug  or  ale.  522-3816.  Wanda  or 
Margo. _ (30) 

GARDNER  $275  INCL  UTILS 
Prof.  GM  seeks  quiet,  dependable 
roommate.  Own  room  and  bath.  Off 
street  parking.  No  pets  or  smoke. 
623-8836  aft  3pm  MWF  or  weekend.  (30). 

(LF; :  33a With  ■  9  yo  daughter  seeking 
wpman  t9.share_3.bd_r, apt,  No  drugs,  or 
BlCQhoi.  Rent  with  utilities  $380  month. 
Beverly  921-1235. _ (30) 

WOMAN  ONLY  SPACE 
Lg  2  bdrm  S'ville  avail  immed.  Need 
honest,  communicative,  dyke.  AM  veg, 
radical  feminist  seeking  same.  $337.50 
+  14  util.  15  min  to  Harv  Sq.  No  pets. 
Call  628-8470  nights  or  266-1400x228 
days. _ _ • _ (30) 

2  (L  or  bi  M)  to  share  3  br  apt  for  April  1 . 
$210  +  util,  $420  to  move  in;  Blue  line  T, 
cable,  no  pets,  846-0986,  Kitty. _ (30) 

S’ville  LF  25+  for  2  bdrm  apt  nrT  &  bus. 
Skg  compatible  college-ed  prof  or  grad 
stud.  No  drugs,  pets  or  cigs.  $275  + .  Lv 
msg  at  623-7415. _ (30) 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and 
MBTA-646-7968. _ _ _ (30) 

DORCHESTER— FC 
Professional  GBM  seeks  roommate 
non-discrinatory.  Large  space  incl 
private  LR  &  BR  &  large  communal 
area.  Seeks  working  professional  who 
respects  privacy  &  is  friendly.  $300  + 
Vi  utilities  +  sec  dep.  Avail  3/1/87.  Con¬ 
tact  Willie,  265-6417,  6-8  zpm  or  early 
am.  (29) 

VICTORIAN  GAYS 

2L  &  2GM  sk  5th  for  indep.  supportive 
hshold  in  JP.  Must  be  communicative  & 
resp.  Prefer  30 +  .  We  live  in  Victorian 
mansion  with  4  frplcs,  8  ft  windows, 
huge  rooms.  Nr  Jam  Pond.  $300  +  utils. 
524-7390;  522-3538;  522-8786  or 
524-4892. _ (29) 

Wendell,  MA  Nonveg,  nonsmok,  min 
ale,  LF  seeks  same  to  share  lg  hs,  yard, 
woods,  2  cats  (no  more);  dog  p;s.  30  min 
to  Amherst,  Greenfield.  Lg  women's 
community.  $150+  util.  Wood  heat. 
Cal  I  &  Iv  message  61 7-544-3195.  (29) 

SOM:  3LF‘s  sk  4th  for  4  bdrm  nr  T.  Sun¬ 
ny,  spacious.  $16  +  uts.  628-4532. 
Please  leave  message. _ (29) 

J.P  SEMI— COOP,  INDEPDT 
HOUSE 

2  LF,  1M  and  2  cats  seek  4th  for  friend¬ 
ly,  non-smoking  home.  Near  T  lines, 
and  arbot.  Looking  for  25+  politically 
progressive  and  responsible.  No  more 
pets.  $190  +  .  Feb  1.522-7572.  (29) 

BI— FEMALE  WANTS  SAME 
Cozy  area  close  to  Cinti.Just  bring 
yourself.  Come  share  my  good  fortune. 
4310  Batavia  Meadow  Drive  no.  7 
Batavia,  Ohio  45103. _ (29) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2'/*  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  +  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late. _ (29) 

JLF  sks  respon  feminist  F  for  homey  2 
BR  Dav  Sq  apt  $285  +  .  Avail,  now!  No 
pet.  smk.  drg.  min.  ale.  12  steppers  esp 
O.A.  welcome.  623-8659. _ (29) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 

GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs  or  ale.  Smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice 
2  bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  incls 
heat,  no  pets.  Call  after  8:30.ASAP. 
232-3139. _ (31) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  incl  heat  536-0147. _ (29) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Sought  by  LF  therapist  2  days/wk  prefer 
JP  start  Mar/Apr.  Will  pay  to  share  Yr  in- 
home  office  or  commercial  space.  Call 
522-7620. _ _ _ (29) 

SPACE  NEEDED 

A  group  of  lesbians  meeting  for  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  March  27-29 
need  space:  sleeping  for  25-30  w/6 
meeting  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Can  you 
help  with  a  very  low  rent  location?  Call 
Kim  at  426-4469  or  write  box  6194 
Boston,  MA  02114, _ (35) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester:  6rm  2  bdrm  2nd  fir  fresh 
paint  walppr  remod  kitch,  bath.  Gas  stv 
&HTWTR,  oil  ht  safe  well  mntnd  ownr 
occ  bid  $600/mo  no  ult.282-1 196.  (29) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (34) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GAY  MAGAZINES 

Back  issues,  lists  forSASE:  Vidfile,  Box 
14576, S.F..CA  94114, _ (29) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11  /yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 

POSITION  WANTED 

GM  is  seeking  full  time  position.  In¬ 
terested  in  warehouse  position  or  of¬ 
fice  help.  Good  work  habits  and 
references.  Near  T  helpful.  Call  Ronn  at 
426-4469  or  write:  Ronn  Jackson,  PO 
Box  523  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA 
02123. _ (28) 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

BOSTON  FRANCHISE 

Own  a  Male  Call,  Inc. 

24/hr  Computer  Operated 
Dial-In  Classified  Service 
Box  211,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167 

_ (2?) 


FOR  SALE _ 

MASTURBATION  TAPE 

Watch  ten  guys  get  it  off  in  this 
homemade  video  tape.  For  information, 
please  write  Bill  Nelson,  100  W 
Chestnut  Street,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  (29) 

RESORTS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  Vermont.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3V4  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772.  _ (29) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
bay,  open  year  'round.  487-9029, 25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20) 
WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ (34) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-51 73  (*38) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEW  YORK  COMMITTEE  FOR 
SHARON  KOWALSKI  FORMED 

Sharon  is  still  a  prisoner:  we  intend  to 
do  something  about  it!  New  York  com¬ 
mittee  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski  CIO  The 
Women’s  Center  243  W.  20  Street.  New 
York,  New  York  10011. _ (31) 

LESBIAN  LAW  STUDENTS 
Group  form  for  support,  inter-school 
networking  and  general  refuge  from  the 
isolation  and  homophobia  of  law 
school.  If  interested,  contact  Barb  at 
776-8405. _ (29) 

REMEMBER  THE  1986  ANTI- 
PORN  AMENDMENT  IN  CAMB? 

Grad  student  interested  in  interviewing 
women,  who  worked  with  groups  on 
both  sides  of  the  issue.  114  hour  inter¬ 
view  in  Feb/Mar.  Please  call-leave  a 
message  at  547-7551. _ (29) 

EDITORIAL  HELP 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  women  who 
are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (35) 

OFF  LINE  AND  INACCESSIBLE! 

OUR  TDD  IS  NOT  WORKING! 

...And  cannot  be  fixed.  We  need  about 
$200  to  replace  the  one  we  had.  Please 
consider  a  (tax-deductible)  cashcon- 
tribution  or  (also  deductible)  donate 
your  second  TDD  to  us  so  that  we  may 
re-establish  accessabilitywith  the 
deaf/hearing  impaired  community 
soon.  Call  with  ideas  or  questions, 
426-4469  and  ask  for  Catherine.  Sorry, 
voice  line  only, _ (28) 

FREEDOM  SWING  BAND 

Lesbian/Gay  amateur  group  playing 
swing-era  music  seeks  more  players. 
Brass,  reeds  rythm  players  of  all 
abilities  welcome.  Call  Jamie  628-2338, 
leave  message  on  machine. _ (30) 

SERVICES _ 

"TAX  TAMER**  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 

Cleaning  for  folks  moving  in/out.  No  job 
too  big  for  trained  professional 
cleaners!  Call  for  free  estimates, 
623-3534. _ (30) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

Includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Oft  ice 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street.  Brookline  232-1459 


8-14,  1987* 


SERVICES 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

|  Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 

MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (!) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


n> 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp.  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime** 

_ _ (V14.32) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
>  LIC  and  INS. 


MARYLAND  IS  KILLING  A 
MAN  WHO  THE  JUDGE  SAID 
WAS  A  “confirmed  criminal” 
BECAUSE  HE  HAD  A  HOMO¬ 
SEXUAL  RELATION  AT  AGE 
13.  Please  write  Jim  Trimble, 
161658,  B518  Death  Row,  954 
Forrest  St,  Baltimore  MD 
21202,  to  give  some  moral 
support  and  find  out  where 

firotest  letters  may  be  writ- 
en. 


236-1848 


Gabriels 


apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 

Open  Year  Round  _ _ „„„„ 

Cable  TV  4  Coffee  (617)  487-3232 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck  104  Bradford  Street 
In  the  Center  of  Town  Provincetown,  MA  02657 


OFF  SEASON  DISCOUNT  COUPON 
Reserve  two  nights  between  October  20th  and 
April  15th  and  get  the  third  night  free  with 


ORGANIZATIONS 


D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (H?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418.  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 

(V15.23) 


HUNDREDS  OF  MEN  (& 
WOMEN)  THROWN  TOGETHER 
BY  THE  SYSTEM,  SOMETIMES 
FOR  YEARS  AT  A  STRETCH, 
AND  THE  WORST  INSULT  THEY 
CAN  THROW  AT  EACH  OTHER 
IS  THAT  THEY  MIGHT  WANT  TO 
MAKE  LOVE  TO  EACH  OTHER 
—  Send  for  a  copy  of  Eric 
Mann’s  ‘Red  Prison  Movement’  if 
you’re  interested  in  an  excellent 
piece  on  the  need  to  get 
yourselves  (ourselves!)  together 
against  prison  bullshit.  Write 
GCN  for  a  copy  of  ‘RPM’.  IT’S 
HOT!  (and  short  too!)  (smile) 


TVs  —  TSs  !!! 

Northwest  Gender  Dysphoria 
Information  &  Support  Ctr., 
1601  N.  Hwy.95*U,rMoscow, 
ID  83843:  can  supply  refer¬ 
rals  to  MDs,  peer  groups, 
arole  help  for  those  in 
orthwest.  Also  we  plan  to 
start  a  newsletter  in  the 
future  (FREE  to  TV/TS 

rio  An/arp' 


ft 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 
States  that  DO  usually  let  prisoners 
write  other  state  prisoners  are:  Ver, 
NY,  Mass,  NJ,  Fla,  Miss,  Ohio, 
Penn,  NCar,  Kan,  Tex,  Cal,  NMex, 
Colo,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash,  Lou,  Neb, 
Mary,  Ariz,  Geo,  Ark,  Mich, 
Missouri,  (usually!) 

States  that  DON’T  (or  with  greater 
difficulty)  are:  Ala,  RI,  Okla,  Nev, 
Iowa,  Id,  WVirg,  Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise, 
Ind. 

If  you  have  info  on  states  not 
listed  here  (or  corrections),  please  let 
us  know.  It  saves  other  prisoners  a 
lot  of  wasted  postage.  Thanks. 


Used  (foreign)  STAMPS — FREE! 

We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if 
you’ve  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get  used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We’ll  wait  a 
month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we’ll  divide  them  up  equally  among 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa- 
tienl.  Thanks 


FREE  to  prisoners  (while  they  last)! 

Copies  of  BUCK/OUT.  the  new  publication  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  & 
Gays,  with  essays,  drawings,  poems,  and 
some  penpal  ads  (on  a  space  available  basis). 
Write  them  at  NCBLG.  930  F  St.NW 
Washingtorn)C^0004^^ 
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February  7 
to 

February  17 

7  Saturday 

Boston  —  The  Paulist  Center  honors  AIDS 
Action  Committee  director  Larry  Kessler. 
Liturgy,  6PM.  Reception,  7:30PM.  5  Park 
St.  Info:  742-4460. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Spinsters”  benefit 
dance  for  disabled  Moving  Violations 
Motorcycle  Club  members.  YWCA,  7  Tem¬ 
ple  St.  8PM.  $5-10.  All  welcome. 

Worcester  —  Patty  Larkin  in  concert. 
YWCA,  1  Salem  Sq.  8PM.  $4  advance,  $5 
at  door.  Info:  798-5450 


Gay  fathers,  10  tuesday 


Newton  —  Fred  Small  in  concert.  Second 
Church,  60  Highland  St.,  W.  Newton. 
8:30PM.  $6  in  advance,  $7  at  door.  Info: 
965-7603. 


8  Sunday 


Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Lesbian  potluck:  "Tupperware  Party  with  a 
New  Twist.”  6PM.  Info:  327-1404. 

Cambridge  —  Annual  Gay  Community 
Volleyball  Tournament,  sponsored  by 
Pleiades.  Martin  Luther  King  School,  Put¬ 
nam  Ave.,  enter  from  Kinnaird  St.  Noon. 
Finals  7PM.  Free.  Info:  268-6313. 

Brookline  —  “Progressive  Perspectives  on 

Sexual  Politics,”  with  Kate  Ellis  and  David 
Scondras.  Workman’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon 
St.  7:30PM.  Free.  Childcare  provided.  In¬ 
fo:  426-9026. 

Boston  —  Black  women  writers  celebrate 
Black  History  Month:  Kate  Rushin,  Angela 
Bowen,  Sharon  Howell  &  Nancy  Hughes. 
U-Mass.,  Arlington  St.  7PM.  $4,  if  you 
can.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus 
Auction.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin 
Street.  4-8PM.  Info:  262-1565. 

Quincy  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
business  meeting.  7-9PM.  Info:  De, 
328-5567. 

Boston  —  Bodyworks  Gym  4th  Anniversary 
Celebration.  Buffet,  dancing  bench  press 
“for  fun.”  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St. 

8PM.  Info:  576-1493. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  monthly  potluck.  Bring  a  dish  to 
share  &  non-alcoholic  drink.  First  Church, 
corner  of  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.  Info: 
522-3894. 

9  monday 

Boston  —  The  Alliance  sponsors  a  public 
forum  on  harassment.  Peimonte  Rm.,  City 
Hall,  Faneuil  Hall  entrance.  7PM.  Free. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  266-6864. 


Cambridge  —  “Musically  Speaking,” 

hosted  by  Melanie  Berzon.  WMBR-FM, 
88.1.  8-10PM. 

10  tuesday 

Boston  —  Women’s  Caucus  for  Art  annual 
conference.  Boston  Public  Library,  Copley 
Sq.  9AM-9PM.  Info:  Liana  Cheney, 
367-1679. 

Cambridge  —  “Images  of  Women  in  Israeli 

Mass  Media.”  by  Gayle  Dines-Levy.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  WITCH.  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
Brown  Room,  45  Francis  St.  8PM.  Info: 
491-3549. 

Boston  —  A  service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS, 
sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on 
AIDS.  Marsh  Chapel,  Boston  Univ. 
7:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  C.  Everett  Koop,  U.  S. 

Surgeon  General,  “AIDS:  An  Agenda  for 
Action.”  J.  F.  K.  School  of  Government, 
Harvard  Sq.  8PM.  Free.  All  welcome.  Info: 
495-1370. 

Hyde  Park  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
social  event,  potluck  supper.  Info: 
742-7897. 

Cambridge  —  Coming-out  rap.  DOB,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  LEGACY,  lesbian/gay  elders  & 
friends,  drop-in.  6  Hamilton  PI.  11AM- 
5PM.  Men’s  discussion:  1-3PM.  Info:  Ann 
Maguire,  725-3485. 

11  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Boston  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights 
Task  Force.  971  Comm.  Ave.  6:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  rap  for  lesbians  35  +, 
“How  to  Break  the  Ice.”  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Jane  Strete  reads  from  her 
Writings  of  a  Forthcoming  Era.  She’s  Leav¬ 
ing  Home,  a  new  arts  cafe,  80  Kilmarnock 
St.,  corner  of  Queensbury.  9PM.  $3. 

Boston  —  The  Beau  Jest  Moving  Theater. 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  539  Tremont  St. 
8PM.  $10,  $7.  Through  3/1.  Info: 
482-6316. 

Boston  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Labor  Activists 

(GALLANT)  potluck.  145  Tremont,  7th 
floor.  6:30PM.  Info:  422-4324. 

Brookline  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  ice  skating.  Lars  Anderson 
Park  Skating  Rink.  7-9PM.  Info:  522-9513. 

12  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  in  con¬ 
cert.  Allegra  Coffeehouse,  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  7  &  9PM.  $7.50.  Info:  547-1378. 

Boston  —  GCN's  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  All  People’s  Congress  marks 
Black  History  Month  with  a  forum  spanning 
issues  from  Howard  Beach,  South  Africa  & 
Puerto  Rico.  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.  7:30PM.  Wheelchair  acessi- 
ble.  Info:  424-1176. 


13  friday 


Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to- help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  “Claiming  Our  Power,”  a  talk  by 
Valerie  Russell  sponsored  by  Women’s 
Theological  Center.  Church  of  the  Cov¬ 
enant,  67  Newbury  St.  7PM.  $3-5. 

Boston  —  Gay  Professional  Women  show 
Desert  Hearts.  Randolph  Country  Club. 
8PM.  Free  to  members,  guests  $5.  Info: 
Christine  Burton,  328-5685. 


Jennifer  Justice,  14  Saturday 


Belmont  —  Marcia  Deihl  in  concert.  Second 
Friday  coffeehouse,  First  Church,  404  Con¬ 
cord  Ave.  8PM.  $3  donation.  Info: 
484-3603. 

Cambridge  —  Valentine’s  Dance  sponsored 
by  Harvard-Radcliffe  GLSA.  Adams  House 
dining  hall,  Plympton  St.  9PM.  $3  with  stu¬ 
dent  ID,  $5  without.  Info:  498-2078. 


14  Saturday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Peacock  Coffeehouse’s 
1st  birthday.  Performers  include  Rob 
Krikorian.  First  Church,  6  Elioit  St.  8PM. 
$4.  Info:  522-2812. 

Boston  —  The  Gaylaxians  celebrate  their 
first  anniversary.  Sheraton  Hotel  during 
Boskone  XXIV.  8PM.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1051, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Cambridge  —  Jennifer  Justice  tells  stories 
of  lesbian  romance  &  erotica,  “Lavendar 
Hearts  3.”  First  Church,  11  Garden  St. 
9PM.  $6  advance,  $7  at  door.  Also  Sunday, 
7PM.  Info:  776-4514. 

Cambridge  —  “Single  on  Valentine’s 

Night,”  discussion.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  Jean,  277-8150. 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together  an¬ 
nual  Valentine’s  Ball  &  Auction.  Cafe  Amalfi, 
8-10  Westland  Ave.  8PM-2AM.  $5  in  ad¬ 
vance,  $6  at  door.  All  welcome.  Info: 
426-5472. 

15  Sunday 

Providence,  R.l.  —  Tea  Dance  Social  Fun¬ 
draiser  to  benefit  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Helpline.  Mirabar,  245  Allens  Ave.  1-5PM. 
$5.  Info:  751-3322. 

Boston  —  The  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  people  of  Greek  Heritage, 
will  attend  a  Mardi  Gras  Greek  Dance.  6PM. 
info:  625-3172,  or  894-8363. 

Cambridge  —  YWCA  benefit  Evening  Ball 

for  women:  folkdances,  waltzes,  contras.  7 
Temple  St.  7-10PM.  Workshop:  3-5PM. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Neighbors  potluck 
brunch.  Bring  a  friend.  All  welcome.  Noon. 
Info:  492-4044. 

17  tuesday 

Boston  —  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Veterans  monthly  meeting.  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  St.  Info:  David,  262-9793. 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  Feminist  Lecture 
Series  presents  “Nazi  Germany:  The 
Politics  of  Its  Social  Relevance  for 
Feminists,”  with  Amy  Elman.  Harvard 
Divinity  School,  Brown  Room,  45  Francis 
St.  8PM.  Info:  491-3549. 

Cambridge  —  “Lesbian  Polygamy,” 

discussion.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  LEGACY  drop-in.  Committee 
of  Elders,  Pearl  St.  6-8PM.  Info:  Ann 
Maguire,  725-3485. 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion,  “Challenges  to  Gay  Fathers.” 
Info:  742-7897. 


Black  History  Month 

Boston-area  events  commemorating 
Black  History  Month  are  numerous  and 
some  of  the  many  films,  lectures  and 
exhibits  are  detailed  below.  A  couple  of 
events  will  be  of  particular  interest  to 
feminist  and  gay  folk. 

Local  writers  Angela  Bowen  (she 
spoke  at  Boston’s  Pride  rally  in  1985), 
Sharon  Howell,  Nancy  Hughes  and 
Kate  Rushin  (among  other  distinctions 
Kate’s  a  member  of  the  New  Words 
Bookstore  Collective)  will  present  a 
reading  of  their  works  on  this  Sunday 
February  8,  at  7  p.m.  The  hall,  in  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  building  of 
UMass. /Boston,  is  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  A  $4  donation  is  requested  from 
those  who  can  afford  it. 

Another  popular  local  poet, 
Fahamisha  Brown,  will  read  her  own 
work  and  that  of  other  Black  poets  dur¬ 
ing  the  Black  Arts  Festival  at  the 
Franklin  Park  Zoo.  Also  on  the  bill  are 
The  Art  of  Black  Dance  and  Music,  rap¬ 
ping,  break  dancing  and  speakers.  The 
program  will  highlight  the  influence  of 
African  animals  on  the  cultures  of 
Africa  and  Black  America.  The  Festival 
runs  from  3-6  p.m.  on  February  18.  It’s 
free.  Call  442-2002  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

The  Art  of  Black  Dance  and  Music 

will  also  share  a  double  bill  on  February 
20  and  21  with  the  New  York-based 
Women  of  the  Calabash,  a  four-woman 
group  which  has  performed  at  a  num¬ 
ber  of  feminist  music  festivals  in  recent 
years.  The  program  is  produced  by 
Dance  Umbrella  as  part  of  their  new 
performance  series  at  the  Strand 
Theater  in  Dorchester.  The  dancing 
begins  at  8  p.m.;  tickets  are  $10.  Call 
492-7578  for  any  other  details. 

Film  series  appear  to  be  the  most 
common  method  of  celebrating  Black 
History  Month,  with  six  local  institu¬ 
tions  getting  in  on  the  act.  The  most  ex¬ 
tensive,  at  the  Blacksmith  House  in 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge,  actually 
started  in  January  and  will  continue  in¬ 
to  early  March.  Entitled  “Mostly  Africa 
on  My  Mind,”  the  Friday  night  series 
highlights  the  work  of  Senegalese  film¬ 
maker  Ousmane  Sembene.  Only  one  of 
the  ten  films  in  the  series  was  shot  out¬ 
side  of  Africa.  Shows  are  at  7  and  9 
p.m.,  and  admission  is  $3.  Call  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Center  for  Adult  Education  for 
dates  and  titles. 

Four  of  Boston’s  public  library  bran¬ 
ches  will  screen  films  of  particualr  in¬ 
terest  to  the  Black  community;  here  are 
their  phone  numbers  for  details:  Copley 
Square,  536-5400,  ex.  316;  Parker  Hill, 
427-3820;  Connolly,  522-1960;  and  Cod- 
man  Square,  436-8214.  The  Kennedy 
Library,  in  Dorchester,  is  also  showing 
a  series,  this  one  chronicling  the  civil 
rights  movement.  Call  929-4523  for 
more  information. 

Also  concerning  the  civil  rights 
movement  is  an  exhibit  housed  on  the 
second  floor  of  Faneuil  Hall  (wheel¬ 
chair  accessible).  Open  to  the  public 
from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  throughout  the 
month,  the  exhibit  is  sponsored  by  the 
National  Park  Service. 

The  African  Meeting  House,  a  center 
of  Boston’s  earliest  Black  community, 
on  Beacon  Hill,  will  be  the  subject  of 
another  exhibit.  Located  in  Doric  Hall 
at  the  State  House,  the  exhibit  is  open  9 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  daily. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


New  Feminist  Journal 

Blaze:  The  Intimate  vision  of  Feminism 
seeks  submissions  from  both  men  and 
women.  Four  theme  issues  are  planned 
for  1987,  including  “Women  and 
Creating,”  “Love  and  Obsession”  and 
“Women  and  Sanity.”  For  details,  write 
editor  Linda  Berman,  8906  Santa  Clara, 
Dallas,  TX  75218. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 
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